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By Way of Introduction 

The author of the Good News According to Matthew was a 
Jew who addressed himself primarily to Jews, but his work has 
become the common possession of mankind. Ernest Renan held 
that it was “the most important book that was ever written-le 
livre le plus important qui ait jamais ete ecrit” (L is Erangiles, p. 
213). 

In this translation we have sought to produce a modern English 
text, and restore the locale and atmosphere in which the scenes 
and actions took place. Matthew was a Jew, and although his 
record has come down to us in Greek, the pattern is 
Hebraic. Moreover, we have the testimony of Papias, who lived 
in the second century (c. 130), that “Matthew wrote the sayings 
(of Jesus) in Hebrew, and each one translated them as he was 
able”-Mar0ouos ptv oiiv 'EfipaLdi 8ia\tKTa> ra Aoyia cruise' 
ypa\f/aro. 'Wppr\vtv(Tt 5’ avra wsfjv dvvaros tKaaros (Eusebius, 
Historm Ecclcsuistica, III. 39). 

The reader will also find notes which shed light on the 
Jewishness of Matthew’s record. Only a Jew familiar with 
the rabbinic mode could have made use of the Scriptures in 
the manner in which Matthew did. His expressions, “as it is 
written,” "to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet,’’ and 
his method of using what is basic rather than the precise 
wording of a biblical passage, furnish a case in point. 

Among the rabbis it was customary to pick a phrase here, 
a word there, and apply it by way of illustration, or show 
how it fulfilled the Scriptures. Thus, for example, a Mishna- 
teacher of the school of R. Ishmael quotes Laiticus 14:39, 44, 
“and the priest shall come again, and the priest shall come 
in,” as though one phrase followed the other, whereas in 
reality they are separated by four verses-am ^nbb’ "i ’an ion 
pan nai pan (Makkotk, 13b). 




MATTHEW 


The well-known Rabbi Joshua haLevi says in his Halikoth 
’Olam, II. 2, jnnna onix x’aa itxi nanpan nip 1 ? main -pi “The method 
of traditional teaching is to shorten the passages of Scripture, 
and it does not bring them forward as they are.” 

In early manhood the translator read for the first time the 
Good News According to Matthew. Never before had he 
come upon anything so exhilarating and thought-provoking. 
His experience was not unlike that of Dr. Joseph Klausner, 
for many years professor at the Hebrew University in Jeru¬ 
salem, who likewise found in its “ethical code a sublimity, 
distinctiveness and originality in form unparalled in any other 
Hebrew ethical code'' - mwrrjvmpai ’nvVuo.i mean vioia-mwa v d'piki 
,(m 8 ay ,imwi vn ,ubt .nwn w*) mnx nnay -loia-min awa jnajna pw 
Convinced that an acquaintance, as well as an acceptance 
of its message will contribute to the highest good of his people, 
the translator offers this work to his “brethren, my kinsmen 
by race.” 

Appended to the text is a glossary which will explain some 
of the terms used in the book. It should also be noted that 
reference to verses in the Old Testament follow the arrangement 
in the Hebrew Bible. 


Henry Einspruch 




I The genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham. 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac of 
Jacob, Jacob of Judah and his brothers, 3 Judah 
of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez of Hezron, 
Hezron of Ram, 4 Ram of Amminadab, Ammina- 
dab of Nahshon, Nahshson of Salmon, 5 Salmon 
of Boaz by Rahab. Boaz of Obed by Ruth, 
Obed of Jesse, 0 and Jesse of King David. 

David was the father of Solomon by the wife 
of Uriah, 7 Solomon of Rehoboam, Rehoboam 
of Abijah, Abijah of Asa, 8 Asa of Jehoshaphat, 
Jehoshaphat of Joram, Joram of Uzziah, 9 Uzziah 
of Jotham, Jotham of Ahaz, Ahaz of Hezekiah, 
10 Hezekiah of Manasseh, Manasseh of Amon, 
Amon of Josiah, 11 Josiah of Jeconiah and his 
brothers, at the time of the deportation to 
Babylon. 










MATTHEW 1:12 


12 After the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah was the father 
of Shealtiel, Shealtiel of Zerubbabel, 13 Zerubbabel of Abihud, 
Abihud of Eliakim, Eliakim of Azor, 14 Azor of Zadok, Zadok 
of Achim, Achim of Elihud, 15 Elihud of Eleazar, Eleazar of 
Matthan, Matthan of Jacob, 16 Jacob of Joseph, the husband of 
Miriam, who was the mother of Jesus, who is called Messiah. 

17 There are thus fourteen generations in all from Abraham to 
David, fourteen from David until the deportation to Babylon, 
and fourteen from the deportation until the Messiah.® 

18 Now these were the circumstances of the birth of Jesus the 
Messiah. Miriam His mother was betrothed to Joseph, but before 
the marriage took place she was found to be with child by 
the Holy Spirit. 19 Now her husband Joseph, being a devout 
man and unwilling publicly to disgrace her, thought of releasing 
her quietly. 20 But while he was thinking of this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph ben 
David, do not be afraid to take Miriam as your wife, for she 
is with child through the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you shall name Him Jesus, for He will save b His people 
from their sins.” 

22 All this happened in order to fulfill what the Lord had 
said through the prophet, 

23 the virgin will conceive ,]3 nib’! rnn nabvn min 


AND BEAR A SON, AND HE SHALL BE 

called immanuel (Isaiah 7:14), 
a name which means "God with 


,<Y’ ,'i n’jw’) bmm imp wijji 
us.” 24 When Joseph woke 


from sleep he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded 


him; he took his wife, 25 but did not live with her until after 


the birth of her son, whom he named Jesus. 


■ Matthew’s genealogy is a summary of Jewish history. Its three-fold 
division into 3x14 was evidently suggested by the name of David in, 
which in Hebrew has the numerical value of fourteen, 1 = 4, 1=6, 1 = 4. 
This is in keeping with the rabbinic method of mnemonics, or aid to the 


memory. 

b The name of Jtsus in Hebrew is VW; Ycshua, and the expression shall 
save is VW Yoshia. 
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2 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea during 
the reign of Herod the king, there came to Jerusalem 
some wise men from the East, inquiring, 2 “Where is He who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw His star in the 
East and have come to pay Him homage.” 3 When Herod the 
king heard this, he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem as well. 
4 So he called together all the chief priests and scribes 1 of the 
people, and asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5 They replied, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the 
prophet wrote, 

6 AND YOU BETHLEHEM, IN THE LAND .TTIIT |HN .DnbVl’a HIIKI 

OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS 

LEAST AMONG THE THOUSANDS OF KS’ ’3 ; IVIin 1 TSX 

JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL 

COME A RULER WHO WILL GOV' ^NTO? 'BVTlX TOT TON VETO 
ERN MY PEOPLE ISRAEL (Ml Cah 

5 : j) .(’n ,'n na’D) 

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly, and found 
out from them what time the star appeared. 8 He then sent 
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make careful inquiry 
about the child, and when you have found Him report to me, 
that I too may come and pay Him homage.” 9 After listening 
to the king they continued their journey, and the star which 
they had seen in the East led them on, until it came and stopped 
above the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 
star they were very glad, 11 and entering the house, they saw 
the child with His mother Miriam, and they fell down and did 
homage to Him. Then they opened their treasures and offered 
Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And being 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 
to their own country by another way. 

13 After they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

a The chief priests were the priestly aristocracy from whose ranks high 
priests were appointed. The scribes were the expounders of the Torah 
which they taught and also administered in the courts of justice. 
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Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take the child and His 
mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 
for Herod is going to look for the child in order to destroy 
Him.” 14 So he rose and took the child and His mother by 
night, and departed to Egypt, 15 and remained there until 
Herod’s death. This was to fulfill what the Lord said through 
the prophet, 

OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON .K*’ 71NTj? DnXB» 

(Hosca 11:1). XK 

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise 
men, he was furious, and sent and killed all the male children 
in Bethlehem and its neighborhood, who were two years old 
or under, according to the time which he had ascertained from 
the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the 
Prophet Jeremiah, 

18 A VOICE WAS HEARD IN RAMAH, ’33 V13 '“Pip 

,rp:3-by nans bn-) .onnan 


WEEPING AND GREAT WAILING, 
RACHEL WEEPING FOR HER CHIL¬ 
DREN, AND SHE REFUSES TO BE 
COMFORTED, BECAUSE THEY ARE 


n'QT) 133’K ’? .camnb nma 

no more (Jeremiah 31:14). .Of’ ,N"b 

19 But after Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in 
a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 "Rise, take the child 
and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
sought the child’s life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took 
the child and His mother and came to the land of Israel. 22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod 
as king of Judea, he was afraid to go there. And being warned 
in a dream, he withdrew into Galilee, 23 and settled in a town 
called Nazareth, in fulfillment of the saying of the prophets, "He 
shall be called a Nazarene.” 
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3 About that time Johanan the Baptist made his appear- 
ance, proclaiming in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 3 He it is who was 
spoken of by the Prophet Isaiah when he said, 

THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN T|TI 133 ."laiM L 7lp 

THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE THE . 

’ rvjw’) vmbon w ,mrr 

WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS . 

paths straight (Isaiah 40:3). .('1 'a 

4 This man Johanan wore clothing of camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. 5 Then large numbers of people went out to him 
from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole Jordan valley, 
G and were baptized 1 by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to escape from the coming wrath? 8 Let your 
lives then prove your change of heart, 9 and do not imagine 
that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father;’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children b to Abraham. 10 Already the axe lies at the root 
of the trees; every tree therefore that does not yield good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 I baptize you with 
water for repentance, but He who comes after me is mightier 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry; He will baptize 


a baptism nVao, as a mode of physical purification, was well-known 
among the Jews. Proselytes were required to be baptized as well as cir¬ 
cumcised; and there is a statement from an early Tama that baptism is more 
important than circumcision. "R. Hiyya b. Abba stated in the name of R. 
Johanan: A man can never become a proselyte unless he has been circum¬ 
cised and has also been baptized” ny u U'K oViyh :jim» Tk K3K -n K’n TK 
hiatm hlB’P (Ydamoth 46a and b). 

Baptism alone sufficed for female proselytes. The circumcised and bap¬ 
tized male proselyte, and the baptized female proselyte, were “as children 
newly born” ’M ihw pupa ill (Yrbamoth 22a). 

b children D’n = bamm, stones D’13lt = abanim. These words are similar in 
sound, and when used together form a striking assonance. 
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you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing 
fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly cleanse His thresh' 
ing floor and gather His wheat into the bam, but the chaff 
He will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan, to be bap- 
tized by Johanan. 14 Johanan tried to dissuade Him and said, 
"It is I who have need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?” 15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; for so we ought 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 10 When Jesus 
was baptized, He went up immediately from the water, and 
suddenly the heavens were opened and He saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and alighting on Him; 17 while a 
voice came out from heaven, saying, "This is my Son, my 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
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4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after He fasted forty 
days and nights He was hungry. 3 So the tempter came and said 
to Him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones 
to become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is written, 

MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ,DlXn ,-prP IT3*7 DllVlvby 
ALONE, BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT ^,.,3 ,3 

PROCEEDS FROM THE MOUTH OF . , , . . 

god (Deuteronomy 8:3). •<’} .'n 

5 Then the devil took Him to the Holy City and set Him on 
the pinnacle of the Temple, 6 and said, “If you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 

HE WILL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE VDhtba ’3 

OF YOU, AND ON THEIR HANDS 

THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, LEST J3t^t3 ’ 


a stone (Psalm 91:11, 12). 

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also 


written, 

n’~i3i) Tj’n'bK nin’-nx no:n nV 

your god (Deuteronomy 6:16). ,'i 

s Once again the devil took Him to a very high mountain, 
and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
splendor, 9 and said to Him, “All this I will give you if you 
will fall down and worship me.’’ 10 But Jesus said, “Begone, 
Satan! for it is written, 

you must worship the lord inNi .ninntWi *]’n'VN mrrb 

YOUR GOD, AND HIM ALONE SHALL __ __ . _. 

/ n , .<>’ ,1 onai) nayn na? 

you serve (Deuteronomy 6:13). 

11 Then the devil left Him, and angels came and ministered to 


12 Now when Jesus heard that Johanan had been arrested, 
He set out for Galilee; 13 and leaving Nazareth He went and 
settled in Kfar Nahum by the sea, in the district of Zebulun and 
Naphtali, 14 to fulfill what was spoken by the Prophet Isaiah, 



jn ,’bnp: nxnxi pbni nx*ix 
ica’Un V’Va ,n“i;n nav ,o;n 
-rix ik- 1 i]B»na D’a'pnn oyn 
-lix ,niaVs pxa ’atf 1 .Vni 
;j"a ,'n n’jw’) orrSy nu 
.('x 'a 

preach, saying, "Repent, for 


MATTHEW 1:15 

15 LAND OF ZEBULUN AND LAND 
OF NAPHTALI, TOWARDS THE SEA, 

BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF 
THE NATIONS. 16 THE PEOPLE WHO 
SAT IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT 
LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO SAT IN 
THE REGION OF THE SHADOW OF 
DEATH, ON THEM A LIGHT HAS 

dawned (Isaiah 8:23; 9:1). 

17 From that time Jesus began t 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

18 As He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, 
Simon who was called Peter and his brother Andrew, casting 
a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 Jesus said to 
them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." 

Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going 
on from there He saw two other brothers, Jacob ben Zabdai 
and his brother Johanan, mending their nets in the boat with 
their father Zabdai, and He called them. 22 Immediately they 
left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 

23 Then Jesus went through the whole of Galilee, teaching 
in their synagogues and proclaiming the Good News of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease and infirmity among the 
people. 24 His fame spread throughout Syria, and they brought 
to Him all who were suffering from various diseases and 
pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics, and He healed them. 
25 And large crowds followed Him from Galilee, and the 
Decapolis,® Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 


0 decapolis AexdtroXit, a federation of ten Greek cities in Palestine, which 
controlled the trade-route from Arabia to Syria. 




5 Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and 
when He sat down His disciples came to Him. 2 And He 
began to teach them in these words: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

0 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall be shown mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons 
of God. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the cause of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when men abuse and persecute you and 
falsely accuse you of every wrong on my account. 12 Be glad 
and rejoice in it, because your reward is great in heaven; for 
so did they persecute the prophets before you. 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt becomes taste¬ 
less, what can make it salt again? It is good for nothing but to 

be thrown away and trampled underfoot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 

cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under a 

bushel, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
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see the good you do and give praise to your Father in heaven. 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Torah and 
the Prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. 18 1 assure you, that until heaven and earth pass away, 
not even the smallest letter, nor a particle® shall pass away 
from the Torah until everything has been accomplished. 

19 Whoever then breaks one of the smallest of these command¬ 
ments and teaches others to do so, will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever practices them and teaches 
others to do so, will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

20 I tell you, therefore, unless your righteousness surpasses that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 

21 “You have heard that it was said to the men of old, 
YOU SHALL NOT MURDER (Exodus ()"1 ' 3 nftjp) nmr“l N*7 

20:13), 

and whoever commits murder shall be answerable to the court 
of justice. 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with 
his brother will have to answer to the court of justice; and 
whoever speaks contemptuously to his brother will have to 
answer to the Sanhedrin, and whoever says to his brother, 
‘You fool!’ shall be liable to the fire of Gehenna. 23 If then you 
bring your offering to the altar, and there recall that your 
brother has something against you, 24 leave your offering there 
before the altar and go; first make peace with your brother, 
and then come and present your offering. 25 Come to terms 
quickly with your opponent while you and he are on the way 
to court, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge 
to the officer, and you will be put in jail. 26 1 assure you, you 
will never get out till you have paid the last penny. 

® The letter here referred to is the ’ Yoi, the smallest letter in the Hebrew 
alphabet. The particle is probably the small stroke or hook which serves 
to distinguish letters which otherwise closely resemble each other (i.e., 3 
and 3, b and k; n and n, h and ch; ’ and 1, y and v). 
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27 “You have heard that it was said, 

YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY (*p '3 nHStP) *1X311 J<b 

(Exodus 20:14). " ' " ’ ?V 

28 But I say to you, whoever looks lustfully at a woman has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your 
right eye leads you astray, pluck it out and throw it away; 
it is better for you that one part of you should be lost than 
that your whole body should be thrown into Gehenna. 30 And 
if your right hand leads you astray, cut it off and throw it 
away; it is better for you that one part of you should be lost 
than that your whole body should be thrown into Gehenna. 
31 “It was also said, 

WHOEVER DIVORCES HIS WIFE MUST PITS JflJl IfltfNt tP’K l — lVl!P" , 3 


vorce (Deuteronomy 24:1). ** ^ ^ 

32 But I tell you that whoever divorces his wife, except on 
the ground of unfaithfulness, makes her commit adultery; and 
whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 


33 “Again you have heard that it was said to the men of old, 

YOU MUST NOT SWEAR FALSELY, TpTTJTlO JDtfn f'-A’ 


BUT FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE 

lord (JSlumbers 30:3; Deuteron¬ 
omy 23:22). 


;'j ,'b nirvb nbtpn 

.a”3 ,j”d onm 


34 But I tell you not to swear at all, neither by heaven, for it 
is God’s throne, 35 nor by the earth, for it is His footstool, 
nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor 
should you swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair 
white or black. 37 It is enough for you to say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; 
anything beyond this comes from the evil one. 


38 “You have heard that it was said, 


AN EYE FOR AN EYE AND A TOOTH HtelW Ann TinFI J’S? 

for a tooth (Exodus 21:24). ,0"3 ,K"3 

39 But I tell you, do not resist evil. If anyone strikes you on 
the right cheek, turn the other one to him as well. 40 If anyone 
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wants to sue you for your coat, let him have your cloak as 
well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him 
two miles. 42 Give to him who asks you, and do not refuse 
him who would borrow from you. 

4a “You have heard that it was said, 


YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR 
AND HATE YOUR ENEMY (LeviticUS 

19:18; Sifra on Leviticus IV; 
Yoma 23a). B 


*|3’k-nx na’Ki T]sn*rx nanx) 
o’tmp 'b mso ;rT> ,b’» mp’i) 
,wy ,» xai’ ;'n pns 


44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven. For He makes His sun rise on the bad and good alike, 
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love 
those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even tax 
collectors do this? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what 
do you do more than others? Even the pagans do that much! 
48 You are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 


“ The second part of the quotation is not a direct statement from the 
Old Testament, but represents the popular teaching of the time. It should 
be noted that Jesus does not preface the quotation with aina ’3, it is 
written you shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy, but with 
onynp, you have heard. 

The ancients were not generous with love toward an enemy, and 
Euripides counselled: "Be it yours, my son, to be friendly to your friends, 
and to hate your enemies "-irpis erou piv, i> rat, rots <j>L\ois ttvai <t>L\ov, ri 
t ’ txBpa fiiatlv (Here. Fur. 585). 

While on the whole the Jewish attitude towards strangers was superior 
to that of the pagan, one cannot overlook the painful passage in Sifra (89b) 
on Leviticus 19:18. After quoting the words lay na rot lamthi oipn *5, 
“You shall not take vengeance nor bear a grudge against the children of 
your people," it distinctly says onmt5 law nrot opu, "Against others you 
may be revengeful or bear a grudge.” And the others, here as elsewhere, 
are the non-Jews. 
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6 “Be careful not to do your good 
deeds in public in order to attract 
the attention of men; if you do, you 
will get no reward from your Father 
in heaven. 

2 "So, when you do deeds of charity, 
do not blow a trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and 
in the streets, so that men may think 
well of them. I assure you, they already 
have their reward. 3 But when you do a 
deed of charity, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is 
doing, 4 that your charity may be secret. 
Your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

5 “And when you pray, do not be 
like the hypocrites, who love to stand 
and pray in the synagogues and at the 
street corners, to be seen by men. I 

assure you, they already have their 

reward. 6 But when you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray 
to your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

7 “And when you pray, do not repeat 
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empty phrases as the pagans do, for they think that their prayers 
will be heard because they use a lot of words. 8 You must not 
be like them, since your Father knows what you need before 
you ask Him. 9 Pray therefore like this: 

‘Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name. 

10 Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts, 

As we also have forgiven our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, for ever. Amen.’ 

14 For if you forgive men their shortcomings, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you; 15 but if you do not forgive men 
their shortcomings, neither will your Father forgive yours. 

16 “When you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, 
who disfigure their faces so that men may see that they are 
fasting. I assure you, they already have their reward. 17 But 
when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 so that 
men may not see that you are fasting, but only your Father who 
is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. 

19 "Do not amass treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy, and thieves break in and steal. 20 But amass for your- 
selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, 
and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure 
is, there will your heart be also. 

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eye is sound, 
your whole body will be full of light, 23 but if your eye is 
evil, your whole body will be dark. If then the light within 
you is darkness, how dense is the darkness! 

24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate 
14 
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the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

25 ‘‘That is why I tell you, do not be anxious about your 
life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink; nor about your 
body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the 
air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value 
than they? 27 Can any of you by worrying add one cubit to his 
span of life? 28 Why then are you anxious about clothing? Look 
how the lilies of the field grow; they neither toil nor spin. 
29 Yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not robed 
like one of these. 30 And if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will He not much more clothe you, O men of little faith? 31 So 
don’t worry and say, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 The pagans seek all these 
things; your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. 33 Seek first His kingdom and righteousness, and all 
these things shall be yours as well. 

34 “Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will take 
care of itself. Every day has trouble enough of its own.” 
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7 "Judge not, and you will not be 
judged. 2 For you will be judged 
by the way you judge others, and the 
measure you give will be the measure 
you receive. 3 Why do you see the speck 
in your brother’s eye, and take no notice 
of the beam in your own eye? 4 How 
can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 
remove the speck from your eye,’ when 
there is a beam in your own eye? 6 You 
hypocrite! First take the beam from your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly 
to remove the speck from your brother’s 

eye '.. 

6 “Do not give holy things to dogs, 
nor scatter your pearls before swine, or 
they may trample them underfoot and 
turn and attack you. 

7 "Ask, and you will receive; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and the door 
will be opened. 8 For everyone who 
asks receives, and he who seeks finds, 
and he who knocks has the door opened 
to him. 9 Who among you, when his son 
asks him for bread, will offer him a 
stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will 
offer him a snake? 11 If you then, bad as 
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you are, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give what is good to 
those who ask Him? 12 So whatever you wish that men would 
do to you, do so to them; for this is the Torah and the Prophets. 

13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the 
road is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who 
go in that way. 14 But the gate is narrow and the road is hard 
that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 

15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's 
clothing but at heart are ravenous wolves. 19 You can tell them 
by their fruit. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from 
thistles? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a 
bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus 
you can tell them by their fruit. 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but only those who do the will of 
my Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expell 
demons in your name, and perform many miracles in your 
name?’ 23 And then I shall tell them plainly, ‘I have never known 
you. Go away from me, you who do wrong.’ 

24 “Everyone who hears these sayings of mine and carries 
them out will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. 
25 The rain fell, the rivers rose, the winds blew and beat upon 
that house, but it did not fall, because its foundation was 
on rock. 29 And everyone who hears these sayings of mine 
and does not carry them out will be like a foolish man who 
built his house on sand. 27 The rain fell, the rivers rose, the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it collapsed, and 
it fell with a great crash." 

28 When Jesus finished these words, the people were aston¬ 
ished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one who had 
authority, and not as their scribes. 
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8 When Jesus came down from the mountain, great crowds 
followed Him. 2 And a leper came and fell down before 
Him and said, "Rabbi, if you will, you can make me clean.’’ 
3 Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him and said, "I do 
will it. Be clean!” At once he was cleansed of his leprosy. 
4 And Jesus said to him, "See that you tell nobody, but go 
and show yourself to the priest, and present the offering Moses 
commanded, as evidence to them.” 1 

5 As Jesus entered Kfar Nahum, a centurion approached 
Him 6 and said, “Rabbi, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, 
suffering terribly.” 7 Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal 
him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Rabbi, I am no fit person 
to have you come under my roof. Only command it and my 
servant will be cured. 9 For I am a man under orders, and 
have soldiers under me. I have only to say to one, 'Go,' and 
he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my 
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard this 
He was astonished, and said to those who were following 
Him, "I tell you, I have never found faith like this, even in 
Israel. 11 1 tell you, many will come from east and west and 
sit with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 
12 while the sons of the kingdom will be banished into the 
darkness outside, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.” 13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go, as you 
have believed so let it be to you.” And the servant was healed 
at that very hour. 

14 Coming into Peter's house, Jesus found Peter’s mother- 
in-law sick with a fever. 15 He took her by the hand and the 
fever left her, and she got up and served Him. 16 When evening 
came they brought to Him many who were possessed by un¬ 
clean spirits, and He expelled the spirits with a word, and 
healed all who were sick. 17 Thus were fulfilled the words of 
the Prophet Isaiah, 

• Leviticus 13:49; 14:2-32 
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HE TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES, AND C3^30 ll'SHMI ,Xt£?3 N1H 

BORE OUR DISEASES (Isaiflk 53:4). (’-f nWBP) 

18 When Jesus saw the crowds about Him, He gave orders 
to cross over to the other side. 19 Then a scribe approached 
Him and said, “Rabbi, I will follow you wherever you go.” 

20 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes, the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 

21 Another of the disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, let me first 
go and bury my father.” 22 Jesus replied, "Follow me, and 
let the dead bury their own dead.” 

23 Then He got into a boat, and His disciples followed Him. 
24 Suddenly a terrific storm sprang up on the sea, so that the 
ship was swamped by the waves; but He was asleep. 25 And 
they came and woke Him, crying, “Save us, Rabbi, we are 
sinking!” 26 He replied, “Why are you afraid, O men of little 
faith!” Then He rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and 
there was a great calm. 27 The men were amazed and said, 
“What kind of man is this, that even the winds and sea obey 
Him?” 

28 When Jesus reached the opposite side, in the region of 
the Gadarenes, He was met by two demoniacs who ran out 
of the tombs. They were so violent that no one dared pass 
that way. 29 They shouted, “What do you want with us, 
Son of God? Have you come here to torture us before our 
time?” 30 Now at some distance from there a large herd of 
swine was feeding, 31 and the demons begged Him, “If you 
are going to drive us out, send us into the herd of swine.” 
32 He said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into 
the swine, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank 
into the sea, and perished in the water. 33 The herdsmen fled 
to the town and told the people everything, including what 
had happened to the possessed men, 34 whereupon the whole 
town came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw Him, they 
begged Him to leave their territory. 
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9 So He got into a boat and crossed 
over to His own city. 2 Here they 
brought to Hun a paralyzed man, lying 
on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said 
to the man, "Take heart, my son; your 
sins are forgiven." 3 Some of the scribes 
said to themselves, "This man is bias- 
pheming.” 4 Reading their thoughts, 
Jesus said, "Why are you harboring evil 
thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is 
easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ 
or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But to 
prove to you that the Son of Man has 
authority to forgive sins on earth’’-He 
then said to the paralytic-“Get up, take 
your bed and go home.’’ 7 So he got up 
and went home. 8 And when the crowds 
saw it they were amazed, and praised 
God for giving such power to men. 

9 As Jesus was going on from there, 
He saw a man called Matthew sitting at 
the custom house, and He said to him, 
"Follow me.” And Matthew rose and 
followed Him. 

10 While He was reclining at table 
indoors, a large number of tax collectors 
and sinners came and sat with Jesus and 
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His disciples. 11 Now when the Pharisees saw this, they said 
to His disciples, “Why does your Rabbi eat with tax collectors 
and sinners?” 12 Jesus overheard this and replied, “Those who 
are well do not need a physician, but those who are sick. 
13 Go and learn the meaning of this, 

I DESIRE MERCY AND NOT SACRI' JWlri) 1131 ’rUCDI! “1011 

fice (Hosea 6:6). ^ ^ 

For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

14 Then the disciples of Johanan came and asked Jesus, “Why 
do we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” 
15 Jesus replied, “Can the wedding guests mourn while the 
bridegroom is with them? The time will come when the 
bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will 
fast. 16 Nobody sews a patch of unshrunken cloth on an old 
garment, for the patch tears away from the garment, and leaves 
a bigger hole. 17 Nor does anyone pour new wine into old 
wineskins, otherwise the skins split, the wine is spilled, and 
the skins are ruined. But new wine is put into new skins, 
and both are preserved.” 

18 While He was thus speaking, a synagogue official 11 came 
in and, bowing low, said, "My daughter has just died; but 
come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 So Jesus 
rose and followed him, accompanied by His disciples. 

20 Now a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage 
for twelve years came up behind Him and touched the fringes b 
of His robe; 21 for she said to herself, "If I can only touch His 
robe, I shall be healed.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her He 
said, “Take courage, my daughter! Your faith has healed you.” 
And the woman was restored to health from that moment. 

23 When Jesus reached the synagogue official’s house, and 
saw the flute players, and the crowd making a disturbance, 

* So in Mark 5:22; Lukr 8:49 

b fringes, called in Hebrew tzitzith n’Y’Y, were attached to the corner 
of an outer garment, in accordance with Nfumbrrs 15:37-41; Deuteronomy 
22:12. 
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24 He said, “Leave the room, for the girl is not dead but sleep¬ 
ing;” and they laughed at Him. 25 But when the crowd had 
been put outside, Jesus went in and took her by the hand, 
and the girl got up. 26 And the news of this spread through 
all that district. 

27 As Jesus was going on from there, two blind men followed 
Him crying, "Have pity on us, ben David!” 28 And when He 
had gone indoors, they came to Him. Jesus asked, “Do you 
believe that I can do this?” They replied, "Yes, Rabbi.” 
29 Then He touched their eyes and said, “It shall be according 
to your faith.” 30 And their eyes were opened. Jesus warned 
them strictly, “See that no one knows about this.” 31 But 
they went out and spread the news about Him in all that 
district. 

32 Just as they were going out, a dumb demoniac was brought 
to Him, 33 and when the demon had been expelled, the dumb 
man was able to talk. The crowds exclaimed in astonishment, 
“Never was anything like this seen in Israel!” 34 But the 
Pharisees said, “It is by the power of the prince of demons 
that He casts out demons.” 

35 Then Jesus went about all the towns and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues and proclaiming the Good News of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease and infirmity. 36 When He 
saw the crowds, He was moved with pity for them, because 
they were bewildered and scattered, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is 
abundant, but the reapers are few. 38 Pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send out reapers into His fields.” 
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"I Then He called to Him His twelve disciples and 

_L U gave them authority to cast out unclean spirits, and 
also to heal every kind of disease and infirmity. 

2 Now these are the names of the twelve apostles: Simon 
who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew; Jacob ben Zabdai, 
and his brother Johanan; 3 Philip and Bar Talmai; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector, Jacob ben Halfai, and Thadai; 
4 Simon the Zealot, and Judah Ish'Kerioth, who betrayed Him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, after giving them these instruc' 
tions: “Do not go to the pagans, nor to any Samaritan city, 
6 but go instead to the lost sheep of the House of Israel. 7 As 
you go, preach and say, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 

8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. 
Give without payment, just as you received without payment. 

9 Do not provide yourselves with gold, silver, nor copper in 
your purse, 10 and do not take a bag for the road, nor two 
coats, nor shoes, nor a staff; for the workman deserves his 
keep. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, inquire who is a 
deserving person, and stay with him until you leave. 12 When 
you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the house deserves it, 
let your peace rest upon it; if not, let your peace return to 
you. 14 And whoever refuses to receive you or listen to your 
message, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that 
house or town. 16 1 assure you, the land of Sodom and Gomorrah 
will fare better on the day of judgment than that town. 

16 “See, I send you out as sheep among wolves, so be wise 
as serpents and harmless as doves. 17 But be on your guard 
against men, for they will turn you over to the Sanhedrin,® 
and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be brought 
before governors and kings on my account, as a witness to 

a The sanhedrin, which had its seat in Jerusalem, was the supreme council 
and highest ecclesiastical and judicial court among the Jews. It was com¬ 
posed of 71 members, presided over by the High Priest. 

There were also smaller Sanhedrins which met in the local synagogues, 
consisting of 23 men. Their function was, in the main, disciplinary. 
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them and the nations. 19 Whenever they betray you, do not 
worry about how to speak or what to say; for you will be 
told what you are to say at the very moment; 20 for it is not 
you who will speak, but the Spirit of your Father who will 
speak for you. 

21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and the father 
his child, and children will turn against parents and send them 
to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone on account of my 
name, but he who bears up to the end will be saved. 23 When¬ 
ever they persecute you in one town, escape to the next. For 
I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of 
Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

24 "A pupil is not superior to his teacher, nor a servant to 
his master. 26 It is enough for the pupil to be like his teacher, 
and the servant like his master. If they have called the master 
of the house Baal-zebub, how much more will they slander 
the members of his household? 26 So do not be afraid of them, 
for nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, nor hidden 
that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, 
speak in broad daylight; and what is whispered in your ear, 
proclaim from the housetops. 

29 "Have no fear of those who kill the body, but cannot 
kill the soul; fear him instead who can destroy both soul and 
body in Gehenna. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
Yet not one of them falls to the ground against your Father’s 
will. 30 As for yourself, the very hairs on your head are all 
numbered. 31 So have no fear, you are more valuable than 
many sparrows. 32 Everyone who acknowledges me before 
men, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 
33 But whoever disowns me before men, I also will disown 
before my Father in heaven. 

34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; 
I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have 
come to turn a son against his father, and a daughter against 
her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
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“ | man’s enemies will be those of his own household. R 
37 He who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me; and he who loves son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me; 38 and he who does not take his cross and follow 
me is not worthy of me. 39 He who finds his life will lose it, 
and he who loses his life for my sake will find it. 

40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives 
me receives Him who sent me. 41 Whoever receives a prophet 
because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and 
whoever receives a good man because he is a good man will 
receive a good man’s reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these 
little ones even so much as a cup of cold water because he is 
a disciple, 1 assure you, he shall not lose his reward.” 

* Mi.iiii 7:6 
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1 "| When Jesus had finished in- 
-L structing His twelve disciples, 
He went on from there to teach and 
preach in their various cities. 

2 Now when Johanan heard in prison 
what the Messiah was doing, 3 he sent 
his disciples to ask Him, “Are you the 
One who is to come, or are we to 
expect someone else?” 4 Jesus answered, 
“Go and tell Johanan what you hear 
and see; 5 the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 
the poor have the Good News pro¬ 
claimed to them. 6 And blessed is he 
who does not take offense at my 
claims.” 

7 As they were leaving, Jesus began 
to speak to the people about Johanan: 
“What did you go out into the wilder¬ 
ness to look at? A reed swaying in the 
wind? 0 What did you go out to see? 
A man dressed in fine clothes? Those 
who wear fine clothes are to be found 
in kings’ palaces. 9 What then did you 
go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and much more than a prophet. 
10 This is he of whom it is written, 
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SEE, 1 WILL SEND MY MESSENGER 


I3B1 ’dnVb rhw »nri 

.<’n 'j ’316a) Tj’asj' Tjsii 


BEFORE YOU, TO PREPARE THE 
WAY BEFORE YOU (MfllflcKl 3:1). 

11 1 assure you, among those born of women none has appeared 
greater than Johanan the Baptist; and yet the least important 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the time 
of Johanan the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 
been suffering violence, and the violent have been seizing it 
by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Torah prophesied 
until Johanan; 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is the 
Elijah* who is to come. 16 He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear. 


16 "To what shall I compare the present generation? It is 
like children sitting in the market place calling to their 
playmates, 

17 ‘We have played the flute for you, 

And you did not dance. 

We lamented, 

And you did not beat your breasts.’ 

18 For Johanan came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 
‘He has a devil.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, 
and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a wine-drinker, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is vindicated by 
her actions.” 

20 Then He began to reproach the cities in which His many 
mighty works had been done, because they did not repent. 
21 "Alas for you, Korazin!" Alas for you, Beth Tsaida! For 
if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon which 
were done in you, they would long since have repented in 
sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, Tyre and Sidon will 
fare better on the day of judgment than you will. 23 And you, 
Kfar Nahum, are you to be exalted to heaven? You will go 
down to Sheol! For if the mighty works had been done in 


* Malachi 3:23 
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Sodom which were done in you, it would have survived until 
now. 24 But I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land 
of Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.” 

26 At this time Jesus said, “I thank Thee, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, for hiding these things from the wise and 
learned, and for revealing them to children. 28 Yes, Father, 
such was Thy gracious will. 27 Everything has been entrusted 
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the 
Father, nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and 
he to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him. 28 Come to me, 
all who are weary and overburdened, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and ypu will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
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n About this time Jesus walked on the Sabbath through 
the grain fields. His disciples were hungry and began 
to pluck ears of wheat and eat them. 2 But when the Pharisees 
saw it, they said to Him, “Look, your disciples are doing 
what is forbidden on the Sabbath.” 3 Jesus replied, “Have 
you never read what David did when he and his men were 
hungry? 4 How he went into the House of God and ate the 
bread of the Presence,® which neither he nor his men were 
permitted to eat, but was for the priests alone? 6 Or have you 
not read in the Torah that on the Sabbath the priests in the 
Temple break the Sabbath without incurring guilt? b 6 1 tell 
you, something greater than the Temple is here. 7 And if you 
knew what the saying means, 

I DESIRE MERCY AND NOT SACRI' yi^H) n?] Xbl ’nXBIl “1011 

fice (Hosea 6:6), ,('1 ,'1 

you would not have condemned the innocent. 8 For the Son 
of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 

9 On leaving there He went into their synagogue, 10 where 
there was a man with a paralyzed hand. “Is it right to heal 
on the Sabbath?” they asked Him, hoping to bring a charge 
against Him. 11 He said to them, “Who among you, if he has 

•bread of the presence OTOn DnS 1 Samuel 21:1-6 
b Humors 28:9-10 
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one sheep which falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take 
hold of it and lift it out? 12 How much more valuable is a man 
than a sheep! It is therefore permitted to do good on the Sab¬ 
bath.” 13 Then He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand.” 
He stretched it out, and it was restored as sound as the other. 
14 Then the Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how 
best to destroy Him. 

16 Jesus, knowing of this, left there. Many followed Him, 
and He healed them all, 16 with the strict warning that they 
should not make Him known, 17 in fulfillment of what was 
said by the Prophet Isaiah, 

18 HERE IS MY SERVANT WHOM I nnXT *TT I'D ’0*1113 ,”t30 JH 
HAVE CHOSEN; MY BELOVED IN 

WHOM MY SOUL DELIGHTS. I WILL tJB03 ,1’bV ’(11*1 ’WU .’tfctt 

PUT UPON HIM MY SPIRIT, AND 

HE WILL DECLARE JUDGMENT TO JX0 1 xVl p0X? Xb .X’Xl’ D’ljb 
THE NATIONS. 19 HE WILL NOT 

QUARREL OR MAKE AN OUTCRY; yi3H HJP, .V?ip yin? 

NOR WILL HIS VOICE BE HEARD 

IN THE STREETS. 20 A BROKEN HOD 00031 ,—|‘|30’ xV 

REED HE WILL NOT BREAK OFF, 

AND A SMOLDERING WICK HE WILL .3303 POXlV X’S^OV ,0333’ 
NOT PUT OUT, TILL HE BRINGS 

JUSTICE TO VICTORY. 21 AND IN ,3'B ITyti”) iVll’’ D’ti ia0bl 

HIS NAME SHALL THE NATIONS 

hope (Isaiah 42:1-4). .('O-'X 

22 Then a blind and dumb demoniac was brought to Jesus 
and He healed him, so that the dumb man could both speak 
and see. 23 And the crowds were amazed and said, "Can this 
be the Son of David?” 24 But when the Pharisees heard it 
they said, "This man drives out demons only by Baal-zebub, 
the prince of the demons. 25 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus 
said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself comes 
to ruin, and no city or household divided against itself can 
stand. 26 If then Satan is driving out Satan, he is divided 
30 
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against himself. How then can his kingdom stand? 27 And if 
I drive out demons by the help of Baal-zebub, by whom do 
your sons drive them out? So they shall be your judges. 23 But 
if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom 
of God has come to you. 59 How can anyone enter the house 
of a strong man and carry off his possessions, unless he first 
binds the strong man? After that he can plunder his house. 

30 "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does 
not gather with me scatters. 31 This is why I tell you, every 
sin and slander will be forgiven men, but slander against 
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Whoever speaks 
against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this 
world or in the world to come. 33 Either make the tree good 
and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for 
the tree is known by its fruit. 

34 "You brood of vipers, how can you speak good when you 
are bad? For out of the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks. 
35 The good man out of his good treasure brings forth good, and 
the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. 3G I tell 
you, men will be called to account on the day of judgment 
for every idle remark they make, 37 for it is your words that 
will justify you, and your words that will condemn you.” 

38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said, "Rabbi, 
we should like to see a sign from you.” 39 Jesus replied, "It is 
a wicked and unfaithful generation that asks for a sign, but no 
sign will be given to it except the sign of the Prophet Jonah. 
40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 
of the whale,® so shall the Son of Man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will 
rise up at the Judgment with this generation and condemn 
it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and here is 
something greater than Jonah! 42 The Queen of the South will 


a Jonah 1:17 
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rise up at the Judgment with this generation and condemn 
it; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the 
wisdom of Solomon/ and here is something greater than 
Solomon! 

43 "When an unclean spirit has gone out of a man, it 
wanders through waterless places looking for rest, but cannot 
find it. 44 Then it says, ‘I will go back to the house I left.' 
When it arrives it finds it empty, swept, and all in order. 

46 Then it goes and collects seven other spirits more wicked 
than itself, and they all go in and settle there, with the result 
that the man’s condition is worse than at the beginning. So 
will it be with this evil generation.” 

46 While He was still talking to the people, His mother 
and His brothers stood outside, wishing to speak to Him. 

47 Somebody said to Him, “Your mother and your brothers 
are standing outside, and wish to speak to you.” 48 He said 
to the man, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 
49 And pointing to His disciples He said, "Here are my mother 
and my brothers! 60 For whoever does the will of my Father 
in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 

‘I K.ngj 10.1; II Qromclu 9:1 
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n That day Jesus left the house 
and sat down by the seashore, 
2 and great crowds gathered about Him. 
He therefore got into a boat and sat 
down, while all the people stood on the 
beach. 3 He told them many things in 
parables, saying, "A sower went out to 
sow, 4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell 
by the roadside where the birds came 
and ate them up. 6 Some fell on stony 
ground where there was not much soil, 
and they sprang up at once because the 
soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun 
came up they were scorched, and because 
they had no root they withered. 7 Others 
fell among thistles, and the thistles 
sprang up and choked them. 8 But some 
fell on good soil and produced a crop, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, and 
some thirty. 9 He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear.” 

10 Then the disciples came and said 
to Him, “Why do you talk to them in 
parables?” “Jesus replied, “To you 
have been revealed the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven, but not to them. 
12 For to him who has will more be 
given, and he will have abundance; but 
from him who has nothing, even what 
he has will be taken away. 13 That is 
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why I speak to them in parables, because they have eyes but do 
not see; they have ears but do not hear or understand. 14 In them 
is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, 

YOU WILL HEAR AND HEAR, AND 
NOT understand; YOU WILL LOOK 
AND LOOK, AND NOT SEE. 16 FOR 
THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS 
GROWN DULL, AND THEIR EARS 
ARE HARD OF HEARING, AND THEY 
HAVE SHUT THEIR EYES; LEST THEY 
SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND 
HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND 
UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART, 

AND TURN FOR ME TO HEAL THEM 

(Isaiah 6:9,10). 

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for 
they hear. 17 Indeed I tell you, many prophets and righteous 
men have longed to see what you see, and have not seen it, 
and to hear what you hear, and have not heard it. 

18 “Now listen to the parable of the sower. 19 When any- 
one hears the message of the kingdom and does not under¬ 
stand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has 
been sown in his heart. This is the seed sown by the roadside. 
20 And what was sown on stony ground means the man who 
hears the message and at once accepts it with joy; 21 but it 
has no root in him, and lasts only a little while. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of the message, he gives 
it up at once. 22 And what was sown among thistles means 
the man who hears the message, but the cares of this world 
and the lure of riches choke the message, and he becomes 
unfruitful. 23 But what was sown on good soil means the man 
who hears the message and understands it. He indeed bears 
fruit, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” 

24 Then He told them another parable, “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But 
34 
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when everyone was asleep, his enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat came 
up and ripened, the weeds appeared also. 27 Then the servants 
of the owner came and said, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed 
in your field? Where then do these weeds come from?’ 28 He 
told them, 'Some enemy has done this.’ The servants said, ‘Do 
you want us then to go and pull them up?’ 29 He replied, ‘No, 
for if you pull out the weeds, you may uproot the wheat as well. 
30 Let both grow together until harvest, and at harvest time 1 
shall tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in 
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 

31 He told them another parable, “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a grain of mustard seed which a man took and sowed 
in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has 
grown it is bigger than all plants and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds come and nest in its branches.” 

33 He told them another parable, “The kingdom of heaven 
is like yeast which a woman took and hid in a bushel of flour 
until the whole was leavened.” 

34 All these things Jesus spoke to the people in parables, 
and without a parable He did not speak to them, 35 to fulfill 
what was spoken by the prophet, 

i will open my mouth in para' rri-pri HV’SK I’? Vpaa nnnE)K 

BLESJ I WILL UTTER THINGS CON' 

CEALED SINCE creation (Psalm .('3 ,n"y D’bnn) Q*Tj?"’3a 

78:2). 

36 When Jesus had dismissed the people and had gone 
indoors, His disciples approached Him and said, “Explain to 
us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 37 He replied, 
“The sower of the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field 
is the world. The good seed are the children of the kingdom. 
The weeds are the children of evil, 39 and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, 
and the reapers are the angels. 40 Just as the weeds were 
gathered up and burned, so it will be at the close of the age. 

35 
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41 The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will 
gather out of His kingdom all that corrupts, and those who 
live in iniquity, 44 and cast them into the fiery furnace, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the right' 
eous will shine out like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Let him who has ears to hear, hear. 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a 
field, which a man found and covered up. Overjoyed he sells 
everything he has and buys that field. 

45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant search¬ 
ing for fine pearls. 46 Finding one of great value, he goes and 
sells all he has and buys it. 

47 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net which was 
thrown into the sea, and caught fish of every kind. 49 When 
it was full, they hauled it up on the beach and sat down and 
sorted the good fish into baskets, but threw away the bad. 
49 So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will go out 
and separate the wicked from the righteous, 50 and cast them 
into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.” 

51 "Do you understand all this?” He asked. “Yes," they 
replied. "Then He said to them, "Remember, every scribe who 
becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a house¬ 
holder who brings out from his storehouse things new and old." 

63 When Jesus had finished these parables, He left there, 
64 and came to His own part of the country where He taught 
the people in their synagogue. They were astonished and said, 
"Where did He get this wisdom and these powers? M Is He 
not the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother’s name Miriam, and 
His brothers Jacob, Joseph, Simon, and Judah? 60 And are not 
all His sisters with us? Where then did He get all this?” 57 And 
they were offended with Him. But Jesus said to them, "A 
prophet is not without honor except in his own country and 
in His own house." 68 He did not perform many miracles there 
because of their lack of faith. 
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U About that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the 
fame of Jesus, 2 and said to his servants, "This must 
be Johanan the Baptist, who has risen from the dead. That is 
why these mighty powers are at work in him.” 3 For Herod 
had arrested Johanan and bound and put him in prison, on 
account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip. 4 For 
Johanan had said to him, "It is not right for you to be living 
with her.” 5 Herod wanted to put him to death, but was 
afraid of the people because they regarded Johanan as a prophet. 
6 But during Herod’s birthday celebration, Herodias’ daughter 
danced before his guests, and so pleased Herod 7 that he prom¬ 
ised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask. 8 Prompted 
by her mother, she said, "Give me the head of Johanan the 
Baptist here on a platter.” 9 At this the king was sorry, but 
because of his oath and the presence of his guests he ordered 
it to be given her, 10 and sent and had Johanan beheaded in 
prison, 11 and his head was brought on a platter and given 
to the girl, who took it to her mother. 12 Johanan’s disciples 
came and took his body and buried it, and then went and 
reported it to Jesus. 

13 When Jesus heard it, He withdrew by ship to a deserted 
place where He could be alone. But when the people heard 
it, they followed Him on foot from the towns. 14 Disembarking 
He saw a great crowd, and was moved with compassion for 
them, and healed the sick among them. 15 When evening fell, 
His disciples came to Him and said, "This is a desolate place, 
and it is already late. Dismiss the people so that they can go 
into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said, 
"There is no need for them to go; you give them something 
to eat.” 17 They said, "All we have here is five loaves and 
two fish.” 18 He said, "Bring them to me.” 19 Then He told 
37 
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the people to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves 
and the two fish He looked up to heaven and gave thanks, 
broke the loaves and handed them to His disciples, who gave 
them to the people. 20 Everyone ate and was satisfied; and 
they took up twelve baskets full of the pieces left over. 
21 Those who ate numbered about five thousand men, besides 
women and children. 

22 Then He made the disciples get into their boat and precede 
Him to the other side, while He dismissed the people. 23 And 
when He had done this, He went up the mountain by Himself 
to pray. Night came on, and He was there alone. 24 By now 
the boat was some distance from shore, lashed by the waves, 
for the wind was against them. 25 Towards daybreak He went 

out to them, walking on the sea. 26 When the disciples saw 

Him walking on the sea, they were terrified. “It is a ghost!” 
they said, and screamed with fear. 27 At once Jesus spoke to 
them, “Courage! It is I, do not be afraid!” 

28 Peter answered Him, “Rabbi, if it is you, bid me come 

to you on the water.” 29 He said, "Come!” So Peter got out 

of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But 
when he felt the wind he was afraid, and beginning to sink 
cried out, “Save me, Rabbi!” 31 Jesus immediately stretched 
out His hand and caught hold of him and said, “O you of little 
faith! Why did you doubt?” 32 After they got into the boat, 
the wind ceased. 33 And the men in the boat fell down before 
Him and said, “Truly you are the Son of God!” 

34 When they had crossed over, they put ashore at Gennesaret, 
35 and when the people of the place recognized Him, they sent 
word all around the countryside, and brought to Him all who 
were sick, and begged Him to let them touch only the fringes" 
of His robe, and all who touched them were made well. 

* See chapter 9:20 
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1 ^ Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from 
1 Jerusalem and inquired, 2 “Why do your disciples 
break the tradition of the elders, for they do not wash their 
hands when they eat?” a 3 Jesus answered them, “Why do you 
break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? 

4 For God commanded, 

HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER, Vbp.131 ^laNVINl TpaNTN 133 
AND HE WHO CURSES FATHER OR 

, , 3 maw nav ma iaxi V3X 

MOTHER SHALL SURELY DIE (LxoduS ’ 

10:12; 21:17). .(1"’ ,X”3 ;3"’ 

5 But you say, ‘Whoever tells his father or mother, Everything 
1 have that might be used in helping you is dedicated to God, 
he is therefore no longer bound to honor his father or mother.’ 

6 And so you have nullified what God has said for the sake 
of your tradition. 7 You hypocrites! Isaiah did well to prophesy 
of you, 


11 Ritual hand washing DT bVm before meals was tRtt an Old Testament 
requirement; for some time its obligation was a matter ot controversy 
between the Pharisaic schools (Hiillin 105 a, (i). Its great champions were 
Pharisees of the school of Shammai, who ultimately enforced their views 
upon the Sanhedrin with great violence. Its omission, the rabbis claimed, 
would lead to temporal destruction (Sotali 4b) , or at least to poverty 
(Shiibbdth 62b). Bread eaten with unwashed hands was considered as •filth 
(.Setah 41) 

39 





MATTHEW 15:8 


8 THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH fabl V11Dtt<3 H}!1 DVH 

THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS 

FAR FROM ME. 9 THEIR WORSHIP *’39? P 1 ?"? 

OF ME IS EMPTY, FOR THEY TEACH q ,0j K 

BUT THE PRECEPTS OF MEN (Isfltfllt 

29:13). ■«”’ -B"3 

10 Then Jesus called the people to Him and said, "Listen 
and understand. 11 It is not what goes into a man’s mouth 
that makes him unclean, but what comes out of his mouth 
that makes him unclean.” 12 Then the disciples came and said 
to Him, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended at 
what you said?” 13 Jesus replied, "Every plant that my 
heavenly Father did not plant will be uprooted. 14 Let them 
alone. They are blind guides, and when a blind man leads a 
blind man, both will fall into the ditch.” 16 Peter said to Him, 
“Explain this parable to us.” 16 Jesus replied, "Are you still 
without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes 
into the mouth passes into the stomach, and is afterwards 
expelled? 18 But what comes out of the mouth comes from 
the heart, and this defiles a man. 19 For out of the heart come 
evil thoughts, murder, adultery, immorality, theft, perjury, 
slander. 20 These are the things which defile a man, but eating 
with unwashed hands does not defile a man.” 

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew into the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. 22 And a Canaanite woman from those parts 

came out crying, "Rabbi, ben David, have pity on me; my 

daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But He did not answer 
her a word. His disciples came and urged Him, "Send her 
away, for she keeps crying after us.” 24 He replied, "I have 

been sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.” 

25 Then she came and fell down before Him and said, "Rabbi, 
help me!” 26 He answered, "It is not right to take the 
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, "True, 
Rabbi, yet even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from their 
master’s table.” 28 Jesus replied, "O woman, great is your 
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faith! Be it as you wish.” And her daughter was healed 
instantly. 

29 Jesus went on from there and passed along the Sea of 
Galilee. And He went up into the mountain and sat down. 
30 And great crowds came to Him, bringing with them the 
lame, the blind, the dumb, the crippled, and many others, 
and laid them at His feet, and He healed them; 31 so that the 
people were amazed to see the dumb speaking, the crippled 
healed, the lame walking, the blind seeing; and they praised 
the God of Israel. 

32 Then Jesus called His disciples and said to them, “My 
heart goes out to these people, for they have been with me 
now three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to 
send them away hungry, for they may faint on the way.” 
33 His disciples said to Him, "Where in this desert can we get 
bread enough to feed such a crowd?” 34 Jesus asked, “How 
many loaves have you?” They replied, “Seven, and a few 
small fish.” 35 So He ordered the people to sit down on the 
ground, 36 and taking the seven loaves and the fish, He gave 
thanks and broke them and gave them to the disciples, and 
they gave them to the people. 37 And they all ate and were 
satisfied; and they took up the pieces left over and filled seven 
baskets with them. 38 Those who ate were four thousand men, 
besides women and children. 39 He then dismissed the people, 
got into a boat and went into the region of Magadan. 
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I The Pharisees and Sadducees 

1 D came, and to test Him asked 
that He show them a sign from heaven. 
2 He answered them, “In the evening 
you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for 
the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning 
you say, 'It will be stormy today, for 
the sky is red and threatening.’ You 
know how to interpret the appearance 
of the sky, but you cannot interpret the 
signs of the times! 4 A wicked and 
unfaithful generation insists on a sign, 
but the only sign that will be given it 
is the sign of Jonah.’’ With that He 
left them and went away. 

5 When the disciples reached the 
opposite shore, they had forgotten to 
bring bread with them. 6 Jesus said to 
them, “Look out, and be on your guard 
against the leaven of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees!’’ 7 But they argued among 
themselves, “It is because we brought 
no bread.” 8 When Jesus noticed it He 
said to them, “Why are you talking 
about bringing no bread? O you of 
little faith! 9 Do you not understand 
yet? Do you not remember the five 
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loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets you took up? 
10 Nor the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many 
baskets you took up? 11 How is it that you fail to see that I 
was not talking about bread? Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they realized that He had 
not warned them against leaven as such, but of the teaching of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

13 When Jesus reached the region of Caesarea Philippi, He 
asked His disciples, “Who do men say that the Son of Man 
is?” 14 They replied, “Some say Johanan the Baptist, others 
Elijah, others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
17 Then Jesus said, “Blessed are you, Simon bar Jonah, for 
flesh and blood has not made this known to you, but my 
heavenly Father. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock a I will build my church, and the powers of death shall 
not triumph over it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven; and what you forbid on earth shall be forbidden 
in heaven, and what you permit on earth shall be permitted 

a Jesus here makes use of a word-play. In Aramaic this is clear: “You are 
Kcpha KD’3 = rock, and on this keplia I will build my church.” The Greek 
reads, “You are Petros Ilerpos, and on this petra irtTpa," etc. 

It is interesting to note that in a rabbinic saying about Abraham, the 
very same word-play occurs, the Greek word pctra being used: “When the 
Holy One wanted to create the world He passed over the generations of 
Enoch and of the flood ... but when He saw Abraham who was going to 
arise, He said, Now I have discovered a prtra xnsD to build and to found 
the world upon. Therefore he called Abraham Rock US, as it is said, 
Look unto the rock whence you were hewn”-Yolkut Shimoni, I, 530 
on Numbers 23:9. 

D’sa xsia nm ovbsn p’b ppaoi Tin min mn nuab ppan tv,no ibab bum 
KIM noob xsra mn ,-triK mpna non xbx npy Kb nam niBipaa pi D’B bp 
apv mm obiyn niKtab ppan run n'apn -|a ,nnai Di'bBti jmi nna ’ix jxa -ibx 
poiy ib« o’ypn obiyn nK K-na uk -|x>n -ibk biaan mai pux ma pianai 
nuab kids mxsn nn -ibk -nayb i’nyp omaxa n'apn nosp p’a ,’niK po’yani 
tsipb’-onasin ns bx wan -ibkjp ns omaxb Kip -|ab ,obiyn nx -to’bi n’by 
,<o ,ja natna) 530 'ay ,x .rnysp 
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in heaven.” so Then He instructed His disciples to tell no 
one that He was the Messiah. 

111 From that time Jesus began to explain to His disciples 
that He must go to Jerusalem and endure much suffering from 
the elders and chief priests and scribes; to be put to death 
and raised on the third day. 52 But Peter took Him aside and 
began to remonstrate, "God forbid, Rabbi! This must not 
happen to you.” 23 Then Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Away 
with you, Satan; you are a stumbling-block to me. You are 
not on the side of God, but of men.” 

24 Then Jesus told His disciples, “If anyone wants to be 
a follower of mine, he must leave self behind, and take up his 
cross and follow me. 26 Whoever wants to save his life will 
lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
26 What will a man profit by gaining the whole world and 
losing his life? Or what can a man offer in exchange for his 
life? 27 For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of His 
Father with His angels, and then He will reward everyone 
for what he has done. 28 1 assure you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in His kingdom.” 
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n Six days later Jesus took Peter and Jacob and his 
brother Johanan, and led them up a high mountain 
by themselves. 2 And in their presence His whole appearance 
changed, and His face shone like the sun, and His clothes 
became white as light. 3 And suddenly Moses and Elijah 
appeared to them, talking with Him. 4 Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good to be here! If you wish, I will make 
three booths here, one for you, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when a bright cloud over¬ 
shadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is 
my Son, my Beloved, in whom I delight; listen to Him.” 
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces in 
terror. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up 
and do not be afraid.” 8 And as they raised their eyes, they 
saw no one but Jesus only. 

9 On their way down the mountain Jesus warned them, 
"Say nothing of the vision to anyone until the Son of Man 
has risen from the dead.” 10 The disciples asked Him, “Why 
then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 11 He 
replied, “Elijah was indeed to come to restore everything. 
12 But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did 
not recognize him, but treated him as they pleased. So too 
will the Son of Man suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the dis¬ 
ciples realized that He was speaking to them of Johanan the 
Baptist. 

14 When they returned to the crowd, a man came up and 
fell on his knees and said, 15 “Rabbi, take pity on my son, 
for he is an epileptic and has bad fits; he often falls into the 
fire and into the water. 16 1 brought him to your disciples, 
but they could not heal him.” 17 Jesus answered, “O unbe¬ 
lieving and perverse generation! How long shall I be with 
you? How long must I bear with you? Bring him here to me.” 
18 And Jesus rebuked him, and the evil spirit came out of 
him, and the boy was healed instantly. 19 Then the disciples 
came to Jesus privately and asked, “Why could we not cast 
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it out?” 20 He replied, ‘‘Because you have so little faith. I 
assure you, if you had faith the size of a grain of mustard 
seed, you could say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 
there,’ and move it would; and nothing would be impossible 
for you. 21 This kind does not come out except by prayer 
and fasting.” 

22 While they were together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, 
"The Son of Man is to be betrayed into the hands of men, 
23 and they will put Him to death, and He will be raised on 
the third day.” And they were greatly distressed. 

24 When they reached Kfar Nahum, the collectors of the 
half-shekel tax came to Peter and said, "Does not your Rabbi 
pay the tax?” 25 He replied, "Yes.” When he went into the 
house, Jesus spoke to him first, “What do you think, Simon? 
From whom do the rulers of this world collect duties and 
taxes? From their own people, or from others?” 26 He replied, 
"From others.” Jesus said, “Then their own people are exempt. 
27 But rather than give offense to them, go down to the sea 
and throw in your hook. Take the first fish that comes up, 
and when you open its mouth you will find a shekel in it. 
Take that and give it to them for both of us." 
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1 Q At that time the disciples 
1 O came to Jesus and asked, "Who 
is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?" 2 He called a child, set him 
in the midst of them 3 and said, "I 
assure you, unless you change and be¬ 
come like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Who¬ 
ever shall become as humble as this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. 5 And whoever receives such a 
child in my name receives me. 6 But 
whoever is a hindrance to one of these 
little ones who believe in me, it would 
be better for him to have a millstone 
hung round his neck and be drowned 
in the depths of the sea. 

7 “Alas for the world because of 
hindrances! Come they must, but woe 
to the man who causes them! 8 If your 
hand or your foot is a hindrance to 
you, cut it off and throw it away. It 
is better for you to enter life maimed 
or crippled, than to have both hands 
and feet and be thrown into the eternal 
fire. 9 And if your eye is a hindrance 
to you, tear it out and throw it awav. 
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It is better for you to enter life with only one eye, than to have 
both eyes and be thrown into the fire of Gehenna. 

10 “Be careful not to despise one of these little ones; I tell 
you that in heaven their angels always look on the face of 
my Father in heaven. 11 For the Son of Man came to save the 
lost. 12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and 
one of them goes astray, will he not leave the ninety-nine on 
the hills and go in search of the one that strayed? 13 And if he 
finds it, I assure you, he rejoices over it more than over the 
ninety-nine that did not stray. 14 So it is not the will of your 
Father in heaven that one of these littles ones should be lost. 

15 “If your brother wrongs you, go to him and show him 
his fault, when you and he are alone. If he listens to you, you 
have won over your brother. 16 But if he will not listen, take 
one or two others with you, so that 

ON THE EVIDENCE OF TWO OR DHy IN ’S'^V ’3 


THREE WITNESSES EVERY WORD MAT ^ ^ D ,,, 

be decided ( Deuteronomy 19:15). 

17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the congregation; 
and if he will not listen to the congregation, treat him as a 
pagan or a tax collector. 18 1 assure you, whatever you forbid 
on earth shall be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit 
on earth shall be permitted in heaven. 19 1 tell you another 
thing, if two of you agree on earth about anything you pray 
for, .it will be granted by my Father in heaven. 20 For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, I am present with 
them.” 


21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Rabbi, how many 
times am I to forgive my brother when he wrongs me? Seven 
times?” 22 Jesus replied, “I do not say seven times, but seventy 


times seven. 


23 “That is why the kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who decided to go over his accounts with his serv¬ 
ants. 24 As soon as he began, a man was brought in who owed 
him ten thousand talents. 25 As he was unable to pay, his 
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master ordered that he be sold, with his wife and children 
and all his belongings, in payment of the debt. 26 Then the serv¬ 
ant fell down and begged him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 
will repay everything. ’ 27 And out of pity for that servant his 
master released him and cancelled his debt. 29 But no sooner 
had the man gone out than he met a fellow servant who owed 
him a hundred pieces of silver; and seizing him by the throat 
he said, 'Pay what you owe me.’ 29 So his fellow servant 
fell down and begged him, ’Be patient with me, and I will 
pay you.’ 30 But he refused and had him put in jail until he 
should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what 
had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and 
told their master everything. 32 Then his master sent for him 
and said, ’You wicked servant! I cancelled the whole of your 
debt when you begged me; 33 should you not have shown your 
fellow servant the same pity as I showed you?’ 34 And in 
anger his master handed him over to the jailers until he should 
pay all his debt. 35 So also will my heavenly Father do to 
everyone of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart.” 





M Vi'TllKW 19:1 


1 O When Jesus had finished these sayings, He left Galilee 
1 J and came into the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 
1 Great crowds followed Him, and He healed them there. 

3 Some Pharisees came and tested Him by asking, “Is it 
light for a man to divorce his wife for any cause?’’ 4 He replied, 
"Have you never read that He who made them from the 
beginning made them male and female, 5 and said, 

FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL TIKI V3KTK t£”KT]V’. 

LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER, ^ ^3 p?T 1HX 

AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE; 

AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE 3 . K ll'IWOS) “II1K TEQb 

(Genesis 1:27; 2:24). .n"3 ,'D 

G So they are no longer two but one. What therefore God 
has joined together, man must not separate." 7 They per¬ 
sisted, “Why then did Moses command us to give her a 
certificate of divorce,® and put her away?” 8 He answered, 
"Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because of the 
hardness of your heart; but from the beginning it was not 
so. 9 1 tell you, if a man divorces his wife on any ground 
other than unfaithfulness, and marries another, he commits 
adultery.” 

10 The disciples said to Him, “If that is the case between 
man and wife, it is better not to marry.” 11 To this He replied, 
“That is something which not everyone can accept, but only 


‘The question of divorce was in debate between the schools of Hillel 
and Shammai. The former took the view that a man may put away his wife 
on practically any ground, if she displeased him or had so much as spoiled 
his dinner. The latter, on the other hand, limited the exercise of the right 
to that of unfaithfulness. Rabbi Akiba suggested that the words, "if she 
find no favor in his eyes” (Deuteronomy 24:1), implied that it was sufficient 
if a man had found another woman more attractive than his wife (Gittin 
9:10). 

’3 inx® ,nny nan na Kina p ok xhx wbk nx oik env xb ,onmx ntop n’a 
nny na xsa ’a mxw ,iVran nnnpn iVdk .onaix bVn n’ai .nan nny na xita 
try a jn xitart xV ox aw naxw .nia’n nxi mnx xsa iVdk ibix xa’py ’ai .lai 

.<> ,a pie ,pa>j) 
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those who have been enabled to do so. 12 There are some who 
are incapable of marriage from their birth, or were made so 
by men, and some have made themselves so for the sake of the 
kingdom of heaven. Let those accept it who can.” 

13 Then children were brought to Him so that He might 
put His hands on them and pray for them. The disciples rebuked 
them for it, 14 but Jesus said, “Let the children alone, and do 
not stop them from coming to me, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.” 15 And He laid His hands on them 
and went away. 

16 And a man came up to Him and said, “Rabbi, what 
good deed must I do to gain eternal life?” 17 Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only 
One who is good. But if you want to enter into life, keep 
the commandments.” 18 He asked, “Which commandments?” 
Jesus answered, 

YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU ,3]!]} ,*]N]n Xb xb 


SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, 
YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL 


tin “ia? ty rnvirxb 


NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS, 19 HONOR 
YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER, AND 


*|y-V? nsnxi .^bntini tpnx 


YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR N -|pr| 3"’ ,'3 niBlP) TJ1B3 

as yourself (Exodus 20:12-16; 

Leviticus 19:18). .(IT’ ,0"’ 

20 The young man answered, “All of these I have kept. What 
else is there?” 21 Jesus replied, “If you want to be perfect, 
go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasures in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 When the 
young man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had 
great wealth. 

23 Jesus said to His disciples, “I assure you, it will be hard 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 1 repeat, 
it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 The disciples 
were amazed to hear this and asked, “Then who can be saved?” 
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26 Jesus looked at them and said, "For men this is impossible, 
but everything is possible with God.” 27 Then Peter said in 
reply, “We have left everything and followed you. What 
shall be our reward?” 28 Jesus replied, “I assure you, in the 
new creation, when the Son of Man is seated on His glorious 
throne, you who have followed me will also sit upon twelve 
thrones and judge the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone 
who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or lands, for the sake of my name, will be 
repaid many times over, and inherit eternal life. 30 But many 
who are first will be last, and the last first.” 
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'"J "The kingdom of heaven is like 

V/ an employer who went out early 
in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. 2 After agreeing to pay them a 
shekel a day, he sent them into his vine¬ 
yard. 3 About nine o’clock he went out 
and saw others standing idle in the market 
place, 4 and said to them, 'You go into the 
vineyard too, and I will pay you what is 
fair.’ So they went. 5 At noon he went out 
again, and at three o’clock he did the same. 

6 About five o’clock he went out and found 
others standing about; and he said to them, 
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 

7 They replied, ‘Because no one has hired 
us.’ He said to them, 'You go into the 
vineyard too.’ 8 When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his overseer, 
‘Call the men and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last and ending with 
the first.’ 9 And when those who had been 
hired about five o’clock came forward, each 
received a shekel. 10 But when the first came, 
they expected to get more, but they also 
received a shekel like the others. 11 As they 
took it they grumbled at their employer, 
12 saying, ‘These last have worked only one 
hour, yet you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the brunt of the day and 
the scorching heat.’ 13 He turned to one of 
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them and said, ‘Friend, I am doing you no injustice. Did you 
not agree with me for a shekel? 14 Take your money and go. 
I choose to pay this last man the same as you. 15 Can I not do 
as I please with what is mine? Or do you begrudge my gener¬ 
osity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

17 As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve 
disciples aside, and on the way He said to them, 18 ‘‘We are 
going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be betrayed 
to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him 
to death, 19 and turn Him over to the pagans to be ridiculed 

and flogged and crucified, and He will be raised on the third 

day.” 

20 Then the mother of Zabdai’s sons came before Him, with 
her sons, and bowing to the ground she asked a favor of Him. 
21 And He said to her, ‘‘What do you want?” She said, 

“Command that in your kingdom my two sons may sit, one 

at your right hand and the other at your left.” 22 But Jesus 
answered, "You do not know what you are asking. Can you 
drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They replied, “We 
can.” 23 He said to them, “You will certainly drink my cup, 
but to sit at my right hand or my left is not for me to grant, 
but it is for those for whom it has been reserved by my 
Father.” 24 When the ten heard this, they were indignant at 
the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to Him and said, 
“You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over them, 
and their great men oppress them. 20 It shall not be so among 
you. Whoever would be great must be your servant, 27 and 
whoever would be first must be your slave; 28 just as the Son 
of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.” 

29 As they were leaving Jericho, He was followed by a 
great crowd. 30 And two blind men sitting by the roadside, 
when they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, “Have 
pity on us, Rabbi, ben David!” 31 The people told them to 
be quiet, but they shouted all the more, “Have pity on us, 
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Rabbi, ben David!” 32 Jesus stopped and called them, saying, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” 33 They answered, 
“Rabbi, we want our eyes opened.” 34 Jesus took pity on 
them, and touched their eyes. At once they regained their 
sight and followed Him. 
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^ "| When they were nearing Jerusalem and came to 
_L Beth Phage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples 2 with these instructions, “Go to the village before 
you where you will find an ass tied with her foal beside her; 
untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone speaks to you, 
say, 'The Rabbi needs them,’ and he will send them at once.’’ 

4 All this happened in fulfillment of what the prophet said, 

5 TELL THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, HTI HSK 

BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING 

TO YOU IN GENTLENESS, AND RID' "^1 j“ llOri"33*11 '1^ 

1NG ON AN ASS, AND ON THE ^ ^ 

FOAL OF A BEAST OF BURDEN 

(Isaiah 62:11; Zechariah 9:9). * (B <’ B 

6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus told them, 7 and 
brought the ass and the foal and placed their garments on 
them, and He sat thereon. 8 And many in the crowd spread 
their garments on the road, while others cut down branches 
from the trees to spread in His path. 9 Then the crowds that 
went ahead and those who followed cried out, 

HOSANNA TO THE SON OF DAVID! T]n3 ni.YpV 

BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

THE NAME OF THE LORD! HOSANNA . , ' 

IN THE highest! (Psalm 118:26). • n ' 3 ^ D ’’ nr,) 

10 When He entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred. 
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"Who is this?” people asked. And the crowd replied, 11 "This 
is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

12 Then Jesus went into the Temple and drove out all who 
were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of 
the money-changers and the stalls of those who sold pigeons, 
13 and said to them, "It is written, 

MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A QnKl ribSHTI’a ’IV? ’3 

HOUSE OF PRAYER, BUT YOU ARE 
MAKING IT A DEN OF ROBBERS 

(Isaiah 56:7; Jeremiah 7:11). •«<"’ ,'l fPBT* ;'l Xi ?PJW> 

14 And the blind and the lame came to Him in the Temple, 
and He healed them. 16 When the chief priests and the scribes 
saw the wonders that He did, and the children shouting in 
the Temple, "Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indig¬ 
nant 16 and said to Him, "Do you hear what they are saying?” 
He replied, “Yes, have you never read, 

OUT OF THE MOUTH OF BABES ?tjl mg’ D’pJl’l ’313 

AND SUCKLINGS YOU HAVE ESTAB¬ 
LISHED praise? (Psalm 8:3). .(7 ,'n O’bnn) 

17 So He left them and went out of the city to Beth Him 
where He spent the night. 

18 In the morning, as Jesus was returning to the city, He 
felt hungry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by the roadside He went 
to it, and found nothing on it but leaves. He said to it, "Never 
again shall fruit grow on you.” And at once the fig tree withered 
away. 20 The disciples were amazed at the sight and asked, 
“How is it that the tree has withered so suddenly?” 21 Jesus 
answered them, “I assure you, if you have faith and do not 
doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig 
tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and 
hurled into the sea,’ it will be done. 22 And whatever you 
pray for in faith you will receive.” 

23 When He entered the Temple, the chief priests and the 
elders of the people approached Him as He was teaching and 
said, "By what authority do you do this? Who gave you this 
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authority?” 24 Jesus answered them, "Let me ask you a question, 
and if you answer me, then I will tell you by what authority I 
do this. 25 Where did Johanan’s baptism come from? From heaven 
or from men?” So they debated the matter among themselves, 
saying, "If we say, ‘From heaven,' He will say, ‘Then why 
did you not believe him?' 26 But if we say, ‘From men,' we 
are afraid of the people, for they all consider Johanan a prophet.” 
27 So they answered Jesus, "We do not know.” And He said 
to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 

28 “But what do you think about this? There was a man 
who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He replied, ‘I will not,’ 
but afterwards he changed his mind and went. 30 Then he 
went to the second and said the same thing. ‘I will,’ he replied, 
but did not go. 31 Which of these two did the will of his 
father?” They replied, "The first one.” Jesus said to them, "I 
tell you, the tax collectors and harlots will get into the 
kingdom of God before you. 32 For Johanan came to you with 
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him; but the 
tax collectors and the harlots did believe him, and you, though 
you saw it, did not repent and believe him. 

33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, built a fence around it, dug a wine press 
in it, and built a tower; then he leased it to tenants and went 
abroad. 34 When the vintage season approached, he sent his 
servants to the tenants to receive his share of the fruit. 35 But 
they took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
a third. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than at first, 
and they did the same to them. 37 At last he sent his son to 
them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 38 But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to one another, ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' 39 So they seized 
him and drove him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 When 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
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tenants?” 41 They answered, "He will put the scoundrels to 
a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him his share of the fruit when the season comes.” 
42 Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures, 

THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS ,in\3 10X8 J3N 


REJECTED HAS BECOME THE CORNER¬ 
STONE. THIS IS THE LORD’S DOING, 
AND IT IS WONDERFUL IN OUR 


x’ri ,rm rnvri m.T nxa .ni? 
,n"’p D’bnn) ?b»iws r-ixbs? 


EYES? (Psalm 118:22, 23). .0"3 ,3"3 

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people who will yield the proper 
fruit. 44 Whoever falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 
but when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His 
parables, they realized that He was speaking about them; 
46 and though they were eager to arrest Him, they were afraid 
of the people, who regarded Him as a prophet. 
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^ '"J Then Jesus spoke to them again 
in parables. 2 "The kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who 
gave a marriage feast for his son, 3 and 
sent his servants to invite the guests to 
the marriage feast, but they would not 
come. 4 Again he sent other servants, 
saying, ‘Tell the guests that my banquet 
is ready, my oxen and fatted calves are 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; 
come to the marriage feast.’ 6 But they 
paid no attention to it and went off, one 
to his farm, another to his business, 
6 and the rest seized the servants and ill- 
treated them, and killed them. 7 The 
king was angry, and sent his soldiers 
and put those murderers to death, and 
burned their city. 8 Then he said to his 
servants, ‘The marriage feast is ready, 
but the guests were unworthy. 9 Go out 
into the thoroughfares, and invite to the 
marriage feast everyone you can find.’ 
10 And the servants went out into the 
streets and gathered all the people they 
could find, both good and bad; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 "When the king came in to see the 
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guests, He saw there a man not dressed for a wedding. 12 He 
said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding 
clothes?’ But the man had nothing to say. 13 Then the king said 
to his servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him out 
into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

15 Then the Pharisees went and took counsel how to trap 
Him in His own words. 16 Some of their followers were sent 
to Him in company with men of Herod’s party. They said, 
‘‘Rabbi, we know that you are sincere, and that you teach 
the way of God honestly and fearlessly, regardless of conse¬ 
quences; for you are not partial. 17 Give us your opinion: Is it 
right to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus detected 
their evil intention and said, ‘‘Why are you testing me, you 
hypocrites? 19 Show me the money for the tax.” So they handed 
Him a coin. 20 Then He said to them, ‘‘Whose likeness and 
inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar’s.” Then He said 
to them, “Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.” 22 This answer took them 
by surprise, and they went away and left Him alone. 

23 The same day Sadducees, who claim that there is no 
resurrection, came to Him with this question, 24 “Rabbi, 
Moses said, 

IF A MAN DIES AND LEAVES NO 03’1 D’331 ttf’K 

CHILDREN, HIS BROTHER SHALL , 

MARRY THE WIDOW, AND RAISE D’l™ W™ VI1K 

UP a FAMILY FOR him (Dewter- ,(',T (?1 » 3 ona-i) vnrvt Dtf 

onomy 25:5). 

25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married 
and died, and as he had no children his wife was left to his 
brother. 26 The same thing happened with the second and 
third, down to the seventh. 27 Last of all the woman died. 
28 At the resurrection, then, whose wife will she be, for they 
all had married her?” 

29 Jesus answered, “You are mistaken, because you know 
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neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 At the resur¬ 
rection people do not marry, but are like angels in heaven. 

31 As for the resurrection of the dead, have you never read 
what God said to you, 

32 I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, ,pnj£? ,0n*13K ’DlN 

THE GOD OF ISAAC AND THE ,, ^ ?a?y , ,-fon 

GOD OF JACOB? ( ExOauS 3:6). 

He is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” 33 When 
the people heard this, they were astonished at His teaching. 

34 When the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sad- 
ducees, they came together. 35 And one of them, an authority 
on the Torah, put a test question to Him, 36 "Rabbi, which 
is the greatest commandment in the Torah?” 37 He answered, 

YOU MUST LOVE THE LORD YOUR TJ’nVK HUT DK TOniO 


GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH 




all your mind (Deuteronomy 6:5). .CH »"1 D'-DD 

38 This is the greatest commandment, and is first in importance. 

39 The second is like it, 


YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR NIp’D T]ia3 *|SnV 

as yourself (Leviticus 19:18). (yi 

40 These two commandments sum up the whole of the Torah 
and the Prophets.” 

41 While the Pharisees were still together, Jesus asked them, 
42 "What is your opinion about the Messiah? Whose son is 
He?” They replied, "The son of David.” 43 He said to them, 
“How is it then that David, under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, calls Him Lord? For he says, 

44 the lord said ro my lord, --jy yti prtnV HirP DN1 


SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND UNTIL I 
PUT YOUR ENEMIES UNDER YOUR 


D’bnn) Din tpn’x nw 


feet (Psalm 110:1). .(’K ,’”|T 

45 If David thus calls Him Lord, how can He be his son?' 

46 No one was able to answer this, and from that day no ont 
ventured to ask Him any more questions. 
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^ O Then Jesus said to the people and to His disciples, 
A L> J 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in the seat of 
Moses; 3 therefore do what they tell you, but don’t do as they 
do; for they say one thing and do another. 4 They make up 
heavy loads and pile them on men’s shoulders, but will not 
lift a finger to help bear them. 6 Whatever they do is done 
for show. They make their phylacteries® broad and their 
fringes 6 long, 6 and they like to have places of honor at feasts 
and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 and to be greeted 
with honor in the street, and to be called rabbi. 8 But you 
must not be called rabbi, for you have one Rabbi, and you 
are all brothers. 9 Do not call anyone on earth father, for you 
have one Father, and He is in heaven. 10 And you must not 
be called teacher, for you have one Teacher, the Messiah. 
11 The greatest among you must be your servant. 12 For whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself 
will be exalted. 

13 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 0 You 
shut the kingdom of heaven against men; you do not enter 
yourselves, and you stop those who are trying to enter. 14 Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You devour the 
homes of widows, while you say long prayers for appearance’ 
sake. For this you will receive greater condemnation. 15 Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You travel over sea 

s phylacteries pb’Dn, are small leather receptacles worn by Orthodox 

J ews on the left arm and on the forehead at daily morning prayer. The 
eather boxes contain four strips of parchment with Scriptural passages 
found in Exodus 13:1-10, 11-16; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 11:13-21. 
b See chapter 9:20 

c We are allowing the transliteration of hypocrite biroKpirai to stand, 
although in classic Greek the term implied a poseur, a stage player or actor. 
Certainly not all Pharisees were hypocrites, but that there were hypocrites 
among them goes without saying. Both the Mislina and the Baraita say 
much harsher things about the Pharisees than are recorded in Matthew. In 
the opinion of many Tannaim, “A stupid hassid, a cunning knave, a female 
devotee, and the plagues of the Pharisees are they who destroy the world' 
obiy 'baa lbx nn ppiia rvom nma nuati any nsni new -ran (Sotah 20a). 
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and land to win a single proselyte,* and when you have won 
him, you make him twice as fit for Gehenna as you are. 

16 “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘Whoever swears, 
by the Temple, that is nothing; but if he swears by the gold 
of the Temple, he is bound by his oath.’ 17 Blind fools! Which 
is greater, the gold or the Temple which makes the gold 
sacred? 18 You also say, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, that 
is nothing; but if he swears by the offering on the altar, he is 
bound by his oath.’ 19 What blindness! Which is greater, 
the offering or the altar which makes the offering sacred? 
20 Whoever swears by the altar, swears not only by it but by 
everything on it; 21 and whoever swears by the Temple, swears 
not only by it but by Him who dwells in it; 22 and whoever 
swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him 
who sits upon it. 

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You 

pay tithes of mint and dill and cummin, and neglect the 

weightier matters of the Torah: justice, mercy, and faith. 
These are the things you should have practiced, without neglect¬ 
ing the others. 24 Blind guides! You strain out a gnat, yet 
swallow a camel! 

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You 

clean the outside of the cup and the dish, while the inside 

is full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! Clean 
the inside of the cup first, then the outside will be clean also. 

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You are 
like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful from the outside, 
but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and everything 
which is unclean. 28 So it is with you, outside you look like 
honest men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 

• Classical writers, Josephus and the Talmud, attest to Jewish zeal in 
the making of proselytes. The famous Eliezer Ben Hyrkanos, referring to 
Hosta 2:23, suggested that, "The Holy One, blessed be He, did not exile 
Israel among tne nations save in order that proselytes might join them"- 
D’-u orvby uoim ns kVk mown pb bK-w» mt n'apn nbw Kb (Poachim 87b). 
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29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You 
build tombs for the prophets and decorate the monuments of 
the righteous, 30 and you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of 
our fathers we would not have taken part with them in the 
murder of the prophets.’ 31 So you acknowledge that you are 
the sons of those who killed the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, 
the measure of your fathers. 33 You serpents, you brood of 
vipers, how can you escape the doom of Gehenna? 34 Therefore 
I send you prophets and sages and scribes. Some of them you 
will kill and crucify, some you will flog in your synagogues 
and hound from city to city; 36 so that on you may come all 
the innocent blood shed on the earth, from the blood of Abel 
the righteous, to the blood of Zechariah ben Barachiah, whom 
you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36 1 assure 
you, all this will come upon this generation. 

37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You that murder the prophets 
and stone those who are sent to you! How often have I longed 
to gather your children, as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, but you refused. 38 Behold, your House is forsaken 
and desolate. 3 ? I tell you, you will not see me again until you 
say, 

BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE D’bnn) ItHT DP3 N3fl ^113 
NAME OF THE LORD (Psfllm 

118:26). .0’3 ,n"’p 
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'"J A Jesus was leaving the Temple 
A. i" when His disciples came and 
pointed to the Temple buildings. s He 
said to them, “Do you see all these? I 
assure you, there will not be left here one 
stone upon another, that will not be 
thrown down.” 

3 As He was sitting on the Mount of 
Olives, the disciples came to Him privately 
and said, “Tell us, when will these things 
happen, and what will be the sign of your 
coming and the end of the age?” 4 Jesus 
replied, “Take care that no one misleads 
you. 5 For many will come in my name 
and say, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will 
deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars 
and rumors of wars. Do not be alarmed. 
Such things are bound to happen, but 
this does not mean that the end has come. 

7 For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom, and there will 
be famines and earthquakes in various 
places. 8 But all this is only the beginning 
of suffering. 

9 “Then you will be handed over for 
punishment and execution; and you will 
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be hated by all nations on my account. 10 Then many will turn 
traitor; they will betray one another, and hate one another. 
11 Many false prophets will arise and mislead many; 12 and 
through the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will grow 
cold. 13 But he who endures to the end will be saved. 14 And 
this Good News of the kingdom will be proclaimed through¬ 
out the whole world, as a testimony to all nations; and then 
the end will come. 

15 ‘‘So when you see ‘the abomination of desolation’ of which 
the Prophet Daniel® spoke, standing in the Holy Place (let 
the reader understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea 
flee to the hills. 17 Let him who is on the roof not come down 
to get his things from the house, 18 and let him who is in the 
field not turn back for his coat. 19 Alas for women with child 
in those days, or for those who have children at the breast! 

20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath, 

21 for it will be a time of great suffering, such as has never 
been from the beginning of the world until now, and will 
never be again. 22 If those days had not been shortened, no 
human being would survive; but for the sake of God’s chosen 
people those days will be shortened. 

23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ 
or, ‘There He is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and 
false prophets will arise and produce great signs and wonders 
to mislead, if possible, even God’s chosen people. 25 See, I 
have told you beforehand. 26 If they tell you, ‘He is in the 
wilderness,’ do not go out; or if they say, ‘He is in the inner 
room,’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning starts from 
the east and flashes clear to the west, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 28 Where the carcass is, there the vultures 
will be gathered together. 

29 “Immediately after the misery of those days the sun will 
be darkened, the moon will not give its light, the stars will 

a Daniel 9:27 
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fall from the sky, the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 30 Then 
the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the 
nations of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven with great power and glory. 
31 And He will send out His angels with a loud trumpet blast, 
and they will gather His chosen people from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other. 

32 "Learn a lesson from the fig tree. When its branches 
become tender and the leaves sprout, you know that summer 
is near. 33 When you see all these things, you may be sure 
that He is near, at the very door. 34 1 assure you, this genera¬ 
tion will not pass away before all these things will have 
taken place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 

36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, not even 
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, only the Father. 37 For as 
it was in the days of Noah, so will it be at the coming of the 
Son of Man. 38 In the days before the flood they ate and drank 
and married, until the day that Noah went into the ark, 39 and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all 
away. That is how it will be when the Son of Man comes. 
40 Then two men will be in the field, one will be taken and 
one left behind. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill, 
one will be taken and one left behind. 42 Be on the alert, for 
you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 You 
can be sure of this, if the householder had known at what 
time of night the thief was coming, he would have been on 
guard and would not have allowed his house to be broken 
into. 44 So you too must be ready, because the Son of Man 
will come at an hour you least expect Him. 

45 "Who then is the loyal and wise servant, whom his master 
has put in charge over his household to give them their food 
at the proper time? 46 Fortunate is that servant who is found 
at his task when his master returns. 47 1 assure you, he will 
put him in charge of all his property. 48 But if he is a bad 
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servant and says to himself, ‘My master is a long time in 
coming,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, and eats 
and drinks with drunkards, 60 the master will return on a day 
when he does not expect him, and at an hour he does not 
anticipate, 61 and will punish him severely, and assign his 
place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” 




— ^ “Then the kingdom of heaven may be compared 
Z J to ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and went 
out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and 
five were wise. 3 The foolish took their lamps, but did not 
take any oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps. 6 As the bridegroom was late in coming, they 
all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 But at midnight a cry was 
heard, ‘The bridegroom is coming! Go out to meet him.’ 

7 Then all the bridesmaids rose and trimmed their lamps. 

8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for 
our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No, perhaps 
there will not be enough for us both. You had better go to the 
dealers and buy what you need.’ 10 While they were away 
the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went ir 
with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 After 
ward the rest of the bridesmaids came and said, 'Lord, lord 
open the door to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘I tell you, I do not 
know you.’ 13 Keep awake then, for you do not know either 
the day or the hour. 

14 “It is like a man going abroad who called his servants 
and entrusted them with his property. 15 To one he gave five 
talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according 
to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The man who had 
received the five talents went at once and traded with them, 
and made a profit of five talents. 17 He who received the two 
talents made two more. 18 But he who had received the one 
talent went and dug a hole in the ground and buried his 
master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those 
servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 The man 
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who had received the five talents came and brought the addi¬ 
tional five talents and said, 'Master, you entrusted me with 
five talents; look, I have made five more.’ 21 His master said 
to him, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful over a little, I will put you in charge over much. 
Come and share your master’s joy.’ 22 The man who had the 
two talents came and said, ‘Master, you entrusted me with 
two talents; look, I have made two more. ’ 23 His master said 
to him, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful over a little, I will put you in charge over much. 
Come and share your master’s joy.’ 24 Then the man who had 
received the one talent came and said, 'Master, I knew you 
to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and 
gathering where you have not scattered; 26 so I was afraid, 
and I went and buried your talent in the ground. See, here 
is what is yours.’ 26 His master answered him, ‘You worthless 
and lazy servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 
sown, and gather where I have not scattered. 27 You ought 
to have put my money with the bankers, and on my return 
I should have received it back with interest. 28 Take the talent 
from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 
29 For to him who has more will be given, and he will have 
abundance; and he who has nothing will forfeit even what 
he has. 30 And as for this worthless servant, throw him out 
into the darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.’ 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the 
angels with Him, He will take His place on His glorious 
throne. 32 All nations will be gathered before Him, and He 
will separate one from another, as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats, 33 and He will place the sheep on His 
right hand and the goats on His left. 34 Then the King will 
say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me 
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food. I was thirsty and you gave me drink. I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me. 36 1 was naked and you clothed me. 
I was ill and you cared for me. I was in prison and you visited 
me.’ 37 Then the righteous will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
38 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked 
and clothe you? 39 When did we see you ill or in prison and 
visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer, ‘I assure you, what¬ 
ever you did to one of my brethren, however humble, you did 
it to me.’ 41 Then He will say to those on His left hand, ‘Go 
from my presence, you that are accursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
no drink, 43 1 was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not clothe me, ill and in prison and 
you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they will answer Him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 
or ill or in prison, and did nothing for you?’ 46 And he will 
answer, 'I assure you, whatever you did not do to one of 
these, however humble, you did it not to me.’ 49 And they 
will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life.” 
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ciples, 2 “You know that in two days it 
will be Passover, and the Son of Man 
will be handed over for crucifixion." 

3 Then the chief priests and the elders 
of the people met in the palace of the 
High Priest, whose name was Kaifa, 

4 and took counsel how to arrest Jesus 
by some trick and put Him to death. 

5 But they said, “It must not be during 
the festival or there might be a not.” 

6 When Jesus was at Beth Hini in the 
house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman 
approached Him with an alabaster flask 
of costly oil, which she poured on His 
head as He reclined at table. 8 The 
disciples were indignant when they saw 
this and said, “Why this waste? 9 This 
oil might have been sold for a large sum 
and the money given to the poor." 
10 Jesus was aware of this and said to 
them, “Why do you trouble this woman? 
She has done a good deed to me. 11 You 
always have the poor with you, but you 
will not always have me. 12 In pouring 
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this oil on my body she did it to prepare me for burial. 13 1 
assure you, wherever this Good News is proclaimed through¬ 
out the whole world, this deed of hers will be told in memory 
of her.” 

14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judah Ish- 
Kerioth, went to the chief priests 16 and said, “What will 
you give me to betray Him to you?” They weighed out to 
him thirty pieces of silver, 16 and from then on he looked for 
an opportunity to betray Him. 

17 On the first day of the festival of Unleavened Bread the 
disciples came to Jesus and said, “Where do you wish us to 
prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into 
the city to so-and-so, and tell him, ‘The Rabbi says, My time 
is near; I and my disciples will keep the Passover at your 
house.’” 19 The disciples did as Jesus directed them, and 
prepared the Passover. 

20 When evening came, He sat down at table with the 
twelve. 21 As they were eating, He said, “I tell you, one of 
you will betray me.” 22 In great distress they exclaimed one 
after the other, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” 23 He answered, 
“The one who has dipped his hand in the dish with me is 
the one who will betray me. 24 The Son of Man is going the 
way that was written of Him, but alas for that man by whom 
the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for 
that man if he had never been born.” 25 Then Judah, who 
betrayed Him, answered, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” He 
replied, “It is.” 

26 As they were eating, Jesus took matzoh, and having recited 
the blessing, He broke it and gave it to His disciples and 
said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then He took the cup, 
and after He offered thanks He gave it to them, saying, 
"Drink of it, all of you. 28 For this is my blood of the Cove¬ 
nant,® shed for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 1 tell you, 

* Ezoius 24:8; Jeremiah 31:31 
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I shall not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new with you in the kingdom of my Father.” 

30 After singing the Passover hymn, a they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus said to them, "You will all 
desert me tonight, for it is written, 

I WILL STRIKE THE SHEPHERD |Njn J’S’IDJII .“ly'inTIK H3K 
AND THE SHEEP WILL BE SCAT' 

TERED CUM* 13:7). 

32 But after I am raised, I will go before you to Galilee.” 

33 Peter replied, "Though all desert you, I never will.” 34 Jesus 
said to him, “I assure you, this very night, before the cock 
crows, you will disown me three times.” 35 Peter said, “Even 
if I must die with you, I will not disown you!” And all the 
disciples said the same. 

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gat Shemaini, 
and He said to the disciples, "Sit here while I go yonder to 
pray.” 37 He took with Him Peter and the two sons of 
Zabdai, and began to give way to sadness and distress of soul. 
38 Then He said to them, "My soul is crushed to the point 
of death. Stay here, and keep watch with me.” 39 Going a 
little farther He fell on His face and prayed, "My Father, 
if it is possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, 
but as Thou wilt.” 40 He came back to the disciples and 
found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "Could you not watch 
with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not be 
exposed to temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” 

42 He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, 
if it is not possible for this cup to pass without my drinking 
it, Thy will be done.” 43 He came again and found them asleep, 
for their eyes were heavy. 44 So He left them and went away 
again; and He prayed a third time, using the same words as 


‘ According to Jewish tradition, the hymn sung at the Passover was 
part of the Halid (Psalms 113-118). 

75 



MATTHEW 26:45 


before. 46 Then He came to the disciples and said to them, 
“Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour 
is at hand for the Son of Man to be betrayed into the hands 
of sinful men. 46 Rise, let us be going; my betrayer is at hand.” 

47 He was still speaking when Judah, one of the twelve, 
came. With him was a great crowd armed with swords and 
clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 
48 The traitor had given them a sign, saying, “The one I kiss 
is the man; seize Him.” 49 And he went straight up to Jesus 
and said, “Peace be to you, Rabbi!” And he kissed Him. 60 Jesus 
said to him, “Friend, why are you here?” Then they approached 
and laid hands on Jesus and arrested Him. 61 Suddenly one of 
those who were with Jesus reached for his sword and drew 
it, and struck the servant of the High Priest and cut off his ear. 
82 But Jesus said to him, "Put up your sword. All who take 
the sword shall die by the sword. 63 Do you suppose that I 
cannot appeal to my Father, who would at once send to my 
aid more than twelve legions of angels? 64 But how then could 
the Scriptures be fulfilled which say that this must be?” 65 Then 
Jesus spoke to the crowd, "Have you come out with swords 
and clubs to arrest me, as though I were a robber? Day after 

day I sat teaching in the Temple, and you did not lay hands 

on me. 66 But all this has happened to fulfill what the prophets 
wrote.” Then all the disciples deserted Him and fled. 

67 Those who had arrested Jesus led Him to the house of 
Kaifa the High Priest, where the scribes and elders were 
asembled. 68 Peter followed Him at a distance as far as the 
High Priest's courtyard, and going in he sat down among the 
attendants to see how it would end. 89 The chief priests and 
the entire Sanhedrin sought false evidence against Jesus on 
which they could condemn Him to death; 60 but they found 
none, though many false witnesses presented themselves. Finally 
two men came forward 61 who stated, “This fellow said, ‘I 
can pull down the Temple of God and rebuild it in three 

days.’” 62 At this the High Priest rose and said to Him, 
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"Have you no answer to the charge that these witnesses bring 
against you?" 63 But Jesus was silent. The High Priest then 
said, “By the living God I charge you to tell us if you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God!" 64 Jesus replied, "You said it, and 
I tell you this, from now on you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of power and coming on the clouds 
of heaven." 66 Then the High Priest tore his robes and 
exclaimed, “He has blasphemed! What further need have we 
of witnesses? You have heard the blasphemy. 66 What is your 
verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67 Then they 
spat in His face and beat Him with their fists; and others 
slapped Him, 68 saying, "Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Tell 
us who hit you?” 

89 Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard 
when a maid approached him and said, “You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, 
“I do not know what you mean.” 71 He then went out to the 
porch where another maid saw him, and she said to those 
who were there, “This man was with Jesus the Nazarene.” 
72 Once again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the 
man.” 73 A little later the bystanders came up and said to 
Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you 
away.” 74 Then he began to curse and swear, “I do not know 
the man.” Immediately the cock crowed. 76 And Peter recalled 
how Jesus had said, "Before the cock crows, you will disown 
me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 


"l When morning came, all the chief priests and the 
/. / elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to bring 
about His death. 2 After binding Him, they led Him away 
and handed Him over to Pilate the governor. 

3 When Judah the traitor saw that Jesus had been con¬ 
demned, he was filled with remorse and returned the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4 saying, 
“I have sinned in betraying innocent blood.” But they said, 
“What has that to do with us? It is your affair.” 5 So he 
threw the money down in the Temple and left them, and 
went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests picked up 
the money and said, “It is not right to put this into the Temple 
treasury; it is blood-money.” 7 After consultation they bought 
with it the Potter’s Field, as a burial place for strangers, 

8 and that is why it is called the Field of Blood to this day. 

9 And so the words spoken by the Prophet Zechariah were 
fulfilled, 

AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES “TTK (*1031!) inj?'] 

OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF HIM 

WHO HAD BEEN PRICED. ON WHOM "Ij?? "ItPK IP’H 


SOME OF THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL 


-itfK? ixi’n nitr-wa nun’] 


X’ .mat) uix 71k ni? 
.('j ,'n ,n"’ ;Vd-'i .a" 1 ? rr»*v 


(Zechariah 11:13). •<’» •'= > n "' tnPP 

11 Jesus was now brought before the governor. And as He 
stood there the governor asked Him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus replied, "As you say.” 12 But when He was 
accused by the chief priests and elders, He made no 


answer. 
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13 Then Pilate said to Him, "Do you not hear how many 
things they testify against you?” 14 But He gave him no answer 
whatever, so that the governor was greatly astonished. 

16 At the festival it was the governor’s custom to release 
to the people any one prisoner they might choose. 16 There 
was at this time in custody a notorious prisoner, called Bar 
Abba. 17 When they were assembled, Pilate said to them, 
"Whom do you want me to release to you, Bar Abba or Jesus 
who is called Messiah?” 18 For he knew that it was out of spite 
that they had brought Jesus before him. 19 While Pilate was sit¬ 
ting on the tribunal, a message came to him from his wife, 
"Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for I have suf¬ 
fered much over Him today in a dream.” 20 But the chief priests 
and elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Bar Abba and to 
have Jesus put to death. 21 So the governor again asked, “Which 
of the two do you want me to release to you?” They all said, 
"Bar Abba.” 22 Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do 
with Jesus who is called Messiah?” They cried, "Let Him be 
crucified!” 23 Pilate asked, "Why, what crime has He com¬ 
mitted?” But they shouted all the louder, "Let Him be 
crucified!” 

24 When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, 
and that a riot was threatening, he took water and washed 
his hands before the people, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man’s blood; it is your concern.” 25 To this all the people 
answered, "His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 He 
then released Bar Abba to them, and had Jesus flogged, and 
handed Him over to be crucified. 

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 
palace and gathered the whole battalion around him. 28 They 
stripped Him and put a scarlet robe about Him; 29 they plaited 
a crown of thorns and placed it on His head, and put a rod 
in His right hand. Falling on their knees before Him they 
jeered at Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 Then spitting 
on Him they took the rod and struck Him on the head. 31 Finally, 
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when the mockery was over, they took off the robe and dressed 
Him in His own clothes, and led Him away to be crucified. 

32 On their way out they found a man from Cyrene, Simon 
by name, and forced him to carry the cross. 33 When they 
came to a place called Golgotha (which means the Place of a 
Skull), 34 they offered Him wine mixed with gall; but when 
He tasted it, He would not drink it. 36 After crucifying Him, 
they divided His clothes among them by casting lots, 36 and 
then sat down and kept watch over Him. 37 Over His head 
they placed the charge against Him, which read, “This is 
Jesus the King of the Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were 
crucified with Him, one on His right and the other on His 
left. 39 And all who passed by jeered at Him, shaking their 
heads 40 and saying, “You who would pull down the Temple 
and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son 
of God, come down from the cross.” 

41 So too the chief priests, with tfie scribes and elders, 
mocked Him and said, 42 “He saved others, but cannot save 
Himself. He is the King of Israel, so let Him come down 
from the cross and then we will believe in Him. 43 He trusts 
in God; let God deliver Him, if He cares for Him; for He 
said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 Even the robbers who were 
crucified with Him taunted Him in the same way. 

46 Now from noon until three o’clock there was darkness 
over the whole land. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried out 
with a loud voice 'iTOP?? n? 1 ? .V^B .V^B- which means, “My 
God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?” a 47 Some of 
the bystanders, on hearing this, said, "He is calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and filled a sponge with 
vinegar, and put it on a long stick, and held it up for Him 
to drink. 49 But others said, “Wait, let us see if Elijah will 
come and save Him.” "Jesus again gave a loud cry and yielded 
up His spirit. 
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61 At that moment the curtain of the Temple was torn in 
two from top to bottom; the earth shook, the rocks split, 
62 and the tombs were opened, and many bodies of holy men 
rose from sleep, 63 and coming out of their tombs after His 
resurrection they entered the Holy City and appeared to 
many. 64 And when the centurion and his men who were 
keeping watch over Jesus saw the earthquake and all that 
was happening, they were greatly frightened and exclaimed, 
“Surely this must have been the Son of God!” 

66 A number of women were also present, watching from a 
distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee and ministered 
to Him. 66 Among them was Miriam of Migdal, Miriam the 
mother of Jacob and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of 
Zabdai. 

67 When evening fell, there came a rich man from Harama- 
thayim, Joseph by name, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 
68 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; and 
Pilate gave orders for it to be given to him. 69 Joseph took 
the body, wrapped it in a clean linen sheet, 60 and laid it in 
his own new tomb, which he had cut out of the rock; he then 
rolled a large stone to the door of the tomb, and went away. 
61 But Miriam of Migdal and the other Miriam remained there, 
sitting opposite the tomb. 

62 The next day, after the eve of the Sabbath, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees came to Pilate 63 and said, “Your 
Excellency, we recall how that pretender said while He was 
still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again. ’ 64 Therefore 
give orders for the tomb to be made secure until the third 
day, otherwise His disciples may come and steal Him, and 
tell the people, ‘He is risen from the dead;’ and the final 
deception will be worse than the first.” 66 Pilate said, “You 
may have a guard; go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So 
they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone, 
and left a guard in charge. 
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'™> Q After the close of the Sabbath, in the early dawn 
O of the first day of the week, Miriam of Migdal and 
the other Miriam came to look at the tomb. 2 But there had 
been a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven and came and rolled away the stone, and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white 
as snow. 4 At the sight of him the guards shook with fear 
and became as dead men. 

6 Then the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid. 
I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is 
not here; for He has risen, as He said. Come and see the place 
where He lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell His disciples that He 
has risen from the dead, and is going before you into Galilee; 
there you will see Him. This is what I had to tell you.” 

8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell the disciples. 9 Suddenly they saw Jesus coming 
to meet them, and He said, "Peace be to you.” And they came 
up and clasped His feet, bowing to the ground before Him. 
10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell 
my brethren to go to Galilee. There they will see me.” 

11 While they were on their way, some of the guard went 
into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that 
had happened. 12 And when they had consulted with the elders, 
they gave the soldiers a considerable sum of money 13 and 
said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole 
Him while we were asleep.’ 14 And if the governor hears of 
it, we will put matters right with him and keep you out of 
trouble.” 15 So they took the money and did as they were 
told. This story has been current among Jews to this day. 

16 The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had told them to meet Him. 17 When they saw 
Him they fell down before Him, though some doubted. 18 But 
82 



Jesus came and spoke to them, “To me has been given full 
authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teach 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And be 
assured, I am with you always, even to the very end of the 



GLOSSARY 


Bar: Aramaic for son 
Bar Abba: Barabbas 
Bar Talmai: Bartholomew 
Ben: Hebrew for son 
Beth Hini: Bethany 
Beth Phage: Bethphage 
Beth Tsaida: Bethsaida 
Gat Shemani: Gethsemane 
Haramathayim: Arimathea 

Hosanna: transliteration of Kyypln, “Save now!” 
Jacob ben Halfai: James the son of Alphaeus 
Jacob ben Zabdai: James the son of Zebedee 
Johanan: John 

Judah Ish-Kerioth: Judas Iscariot 
Kaifa: Caiaphas 
Kfar Nahum: Capernaum 
Korazin: Chorazin 
Matzoh: unleavened bread 
Miriam: Mary 

Miriam of Migdal: Mary Magdalene 
Simon the Zealot: Simon the Cananaean 
Thadai: Thadaeus 

Torah: Law, the Five Books of Moses 
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